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to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
Cries of ** Yeas and or 
Mr. HOUSTON withdrew the motion to re- 
consider. 
ROADS AND BRIDGES IN KANSAS-——AGAIN. 
Mr. WHITFIELD asked the unanimous con- ; 
sent of the House to take up a bill for the con- | 


struction of certain military roads and bridges in || 
the Territory of Kansas. i] 
| 


Mr. FLAGLER objected. 

Mr. WHITFIELD moved to suspend the 
rules; and demanded tellers upon the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WALDRON | 
and Baoom were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes forty-one, (not two thirds of a quorum.) 

So the rules were not suspended. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL 
APPROPRIATION BILL-——AGAIN. 


Mr. MORGAN. I move to reconsider the vote 
ust now taken by which the House receded from 
its disagreement to the Kansas amendment to the 
legislative, executive, and judicial bill. 

‘Mr. FLORENCE. Did the gentleman vote in 
the negative ? 

Mr. MORGAN. I have nothing to say upon 
that subject. There is no record. I make the 
motion to reconsider, and call the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I call for the read- 
ing of the rule in respect to motions to reconsider. 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has a right to submit the motion. There is 
no record of the vote which he moves to reconsider. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. But there is a rule 
upon the subject, which requires that a member 
shall vote in the affirmative before he shall be | 
entitled to make the motion to reconsider 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Speaker has decided 
in accordance with the uniform practice of the 
House, and I hope there will be no contest about 
it, I move to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table; and ask the yeas and nays upon that 
moon. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, I insist that a gen- | 
tleman who voted in the minority has no right to | 
| 





make a motion to reconsider, 

The SPEAKER. The House has no record 
of the vote. It is the constant practice of the 
House to allow such motions. 

Mr. WALKER. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move that the appeal be 
Jaid upon the table. 

Mr. WALKER. I withdraw the appeal. 

The SPEAKER. It is the constant, practice 
of the House, and no member is safe in his rights | 
if the decision of the Chair is not sustained. 

Mr. CRAIGE, _ I think that no man is safe in | 
his rights who does sustain it. | 

Mr. HAVEN. I want to know whether this 
amendment is the only subject of difference be- 
tween the two Houses? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

‘The question was taken on Mr. Hovsron’s | 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
69, nays 71; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Boeock, Boyce, Branch, Broom 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard 
Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Ctaige, 
Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Elliott, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Faller, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, Augastus Hail, 








4. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, fropes |. Har- 
ris, Haven, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jories, 
Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Letcher, Lindley, Lampkin, Hum- 

rey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, 
Paine, Peck, Powell, 
»R illiam'S ith, Stewart, 
Taylor, Tyson, Walker, Wheeler, itney, Wil- 
Hams, Winsiow, Daniel B. Wright, and Jébn V. Wriht— 


NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 


Benson, Billinghurst, Bi Bi yom al 
eae B me, James H Canpoell, Ghatiee : 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, ‘Timothy 
Davis, me, Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Emrie, 
Piagler, Harlan, Hodges, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, 
Kelsey King, napp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, 
MeCarty, Miliward, Morgan, Morritt, Mott, Murray, Nieh- 
ols, Norton, Parker, Pelton, Perry, Pike, Pringle, ns, 

pinner, ton, Stranahan, 


Saas 


So the H refased to lay the motion to ré- 
dake: nike ne 





1 The SPEAKER. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Pending the above call, 
Mr. AKERS stated that he had paired off with 
| Mr. Cumpack. 
Mr. PURYEAR stated that he had paired off | 
‘with Mr. Wasnaurn, of Maine. 
Mr. KENNETT stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Porter, was confined to his room by illness. | 
Mr. SHERMAN stated that he had paired off | 


| with Mr. Bewnert, of Mississi pi. 


Mr. COMINS stated that his pair having ex- 
| Mr. Gatiowar, he would vote in the negative. 

Mr. SAGE. Isthe name of the gentleman from 
| Alabama [Mr. conte) recorded ? 

t is recorded. 

Mr. SAGE. The gentleman was without the 
| bar when he answered to his name, and I insist 
| that it should be stricken from the roll. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentléman was not 
within the bar when his name was called, the 
Chair is of the opinion that he has not the right 
to have his name recorded. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I voted, and the 
Clerk heard my vote and recorded it. I was lying 
upon a sofa outside the bar when I voted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman had no right 
to vote, and his name will be withdrawn. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I ask that the rule 
be read which excludes me. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

** 40. No member shall vote on any question in the event 
of which he is immediately and particularly interested, or 
in any case where he was not within the bar of the House 

| when the question was put; and when any member shall 

| ask leave to vote, the Speaker shall propound to him the 
question, ‘ Were you within the bar when your name was 
ealled ?? 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I was here when 
the question was put; and I do not ask to be 

allowed to vote. My vote is already recorded. 


The SPEAKER. It is a matter of every-day 
practice: if a member is outside the bar when his 
name was called, he can vote only by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I now call for the reading 
of the rule under which the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Morean] was allowed to move to re- 


consider, when he voted with the minority, 
The rule was read, as follows: 


‘*56, When a motion has been made and carried in the 
affirmtive or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
of the majority to move for the reeonsideration thereof on 
the same or succeeding day ; and such motion shail take 
precedence of all other questions except a motion to ad- 
journ, and shall not be withdrawn after the said succeed- 
ing day without the consent of the House ; and thereafter 
any member may call it up for consideration.’’ 

Mr. BOCOCK. Since I have been a methber 
upon this floor I have never heard this question 
decided otherwise than it has been by the Chair. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to reconsider. x 

The yeas and nays were not orderéd, 

Mr. BENNE rr 
tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. . 

The question was taken on the motion to re- 
consider; and it was disagreed to. 


THOMAS CROWN. 


Mr. CARLILE. ILask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take-up and put on its passage 
me bill (No. 426) for the relief of Thomas 

rown. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 1! object. ac. 

Mr,.CARLILE, I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose I have indicated. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

e bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


passed. 
Mr. CARLILE moved to reconsider the rote 


» of New York, demanded 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. a 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CATHARINE V. R. COCHRANE. 


General Philip Schuyler. aes 


~~ 


Mr. KEITT stated that his colleague, Mr. Orr, | 
| had paired off with Mr. Gartoway. 


ired by an arrangement between Mr. Orr and | 
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Mr. McCARTY, I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Ho Oe sa on its pas 
Senate bill (No. fe the reli : 
V. R. Cochrane, solé siirviving child of the 


Ougecion being thade, 2 
. Mec moved to suspend the ru 

The rules were s nded. ter. 
Mr. McCARTY called the previous question, 
The previous question was seconded; and the 


main quéstion ordered; and, under the operation 
thercof, the bit! was ordered to a third reading. 
and it was accordingly read the third time, ang 


passed. 

Mr. McCARTY moved that the vote by which 
the bill was passed be reconsidered; and algo 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN B. ROSE. 

Mr. CUMBACK. [I ask the unanimous cop. 
sent of the House to discharge the Committes 
of the Whole from the consideration of the }jj) 
(H.R. No. 706) for the relief of John B. Rose, of 
Wabash county, Indiana, and that the same be 
put on its passage, 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

Mr.CUMBACK. I move to suspend the rules, 
I will say that I have the report of the committes 
on this case. It is a meritorious case; and if the 
House will pass this bill, I pledge myself I wil} 
never ask another favor of them in the world. 
{Laughter. 

Mr. HAVEN. I understand that this is a bil} 
granting one hundred and sixty aeres of land to 
a man for military services; and I will vote that to 
one man, when we are voting millions of acres to 
corporations. 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for tellers upon the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Denver and 
SPINNER were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 97, noes 21. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
ecrondings read the third time, and passed. 

Mr.C MBACK moved that the vote by which 
the bill was passed be reconsidered; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


RECESS. 

Mr. LETCHER. I now move that the House 
take a recess until nine o’clock. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object. 

a LETCHER. Then I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to say one word 
to the House. 

Mr. KEITT. 1 object to debate. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. If gentlemen wish to 
lose all the bills and measures which we have 
already passed, they will, as a matter of course, 
vote for the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. The bills cannot be reported from the 
Committee on Enrotled Bills, and signed, unless 
the House is in session. 

Mr. LETCHER If those already passed 
cannot be enrolled, how in the name of God can 
the clerks enroll the bills which gentlemen desire 
to stay here and poes now? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I cali for tellers upon 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GREEN W00D 
and Cumpack were appointed. 

’ The House Givided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 72, noes 52. ; 

So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds 
not young in favor thereof.) 

REPRESENTATIVES OF JOSEPH NOURSE. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I ask the consent 
of the House to put upon its a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Joseph Nourse, 
deceased. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let the regular 
order of business come up. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, objected. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, moved to suspend 
the rules, 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYSS. 

Mt. ‘asked unanimous consent (0 
offer the follo a 


resolution: 
Resolved, Thar die ‘of the House be tlifected to poy 
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out of the contingent fund, to B. C. Brown, John R. Camp- 
pell, A. O. Dormer, and M. Wegand, messengers in the 
House Post Office, the same rate of compensation as was 
voted at the first session of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, 
and is now allowed the messenger or assistant superintend- | 
entof the document room, commencing with the present 
Congress, and continuing until further ordered. 


Mr. KEITT. Before the question is put, let | 
me offer the following, as an amendment: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pay | 
out of the contingent fund of the same, to William Tudge, 
the usual extra compensation allowed to laborers about the 
Capitol. 

Mr. MILLWARD. And I ask to offer the 
following as an amendment to the amendment: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be authorized to | 
increase the pay of John Cortan, an employé in the Clerk’s | 
office, to two dollars and fifty cents per day, and to pay him 
for the time he has been so employed at the same rate, de- | 
ducting the amount which he has already received. 


Objection was made to Mr. Barsour’s resolu- 


tion. 
Mr. BARBOUR moved to suspend the rules. 
Tellers were called for,and ordered; and Messrs. 
Sarrn, of Virginia, and SraanaHan were appoint- 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes sixty-nine, noes not counted. 
So, (two thirds of a quorum not voting in favor 
thereof,) the rales were not suspended. 


MARINE HOSPITAL, SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. DENVER. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House, to take from the Speaker’s table 
Senate resolution No. 48, to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to audit and settle the 
account of the contractor for erecting the United 
States marine hospital at San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. DENVER. I move to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were called, and coletiie and Messrs. 
Knox and Kexty were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes forty-one, noes not counted. 

So (two thirds of a quorum not voting in favor 
thereof ) the rules were not suspended. 

PRINTING OF REPORTS. 

Mr. CADWALADER asked unanimous con- 

sent to introduce the following resolution: 
Resolved, That all reports which any of the committees 


have directed to be made to the House shall be delivered 
to the Clerk, and they are hereby ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 

Mr. CADWALADER moved to suspend the 
rules, and called for tellers on the motion, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dowpe.i 
and WaLpRoN were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-eight in the affirmative, (not two thirds of 
a quorum.) 

So the rules were not suspended. 

RECESS. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to suspend the rules, 
to enable him to submit a motion that the House 
take a recess until nine 6’clock. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. ' 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
House (at half past four o’clock, a.m.) took a 
recess until nine o’clock, a. m. 








MORNING SESSION. 


The House reassembled at nine o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. LETCHER moved that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was accordingly called; and a quorum 
of members having:answered to their names, all 
— proceedings under the call were dispensed 
with. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxins, its Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had agreed to the report of 

committee of conference on the disagreeing 
ag of the two Houses on the ¢ivil appropriation 
ill, 


EXTRA» COMPENSATION. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of ooere and Means, reported a bill making 
priation for‘carrying outa resolution of the 
ouse of Representatives; which wes read a first 
and second times 70" 1 0G 


THE CON 


ee y 








Mr. HOUSTON. Is that bill in order? 

The SPEAKER. 
of business. 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the 
previous question. The bill is to provide for the 
payment of the extra compensation that was 
voted by the House to its employés yesterday. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ohtered to be put. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
from Alabama will defeat the appropriation bills 
by calling the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If it is in order to make a 
speech, the gentleman from Alabama will say 
that he does not care if he does. 
favor of their passage, and have shown it as much 


as any other man. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


The gentleman , 


It is not in the regular order | 
It is a report from the Committee | 


I have been in | 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 


ingly read the third time. 
Mr. 


JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the bill 


be laid upon the table. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers on the pas- | 


sage of the bill. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mitison 
and Ropsins were appointed, 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes 87, noes 29. 
So the bill was passed. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 


sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and | 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ACTUAL SETTLERS AND CULTIVATORS. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House that the Committee of the | 


Whole House be discharged from the further 
consideration of Senate bill (No. 330) for the re- 
lief of certain actual settlers and cultivators who 


purchased certain lands subject to graduation | 


within the limits of the Choctaw cession of 1830, 


at a less rate than the graduated price under the 
act to graduate and reduce the price of the public | 


| 





lands to actual settlers and cultivators, approved | 


4th of August, 1854, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Committee of the 
Whole was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the bill. It was then ordered toa third 
reading; and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BARKSDALE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I present the fol- 
lowing report from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
civil appropriation bill: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of | 


the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 615) making appro- 
priations for certain civil expenses of the, Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1858; having met, after 
full and free conference have agreed to recommend, and do 
recommend, to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate do recede from its segond, fifth, eleventh, 
seventeenth, eighteenth, twenty-seventh, bwenty sefith, 
twenty-ninth, thirty-fourth, thirty-eighth, forty-first, forty- 
third, forty-seventh, fiftieth, fifty-unird, fifty-fifth, ifty-sixth, 
aixty-third, seventy-first, seventy-fifth, se venty-eighth, sev 
enty-ninth, eightieth, eighty-first, eighty-second, eighty- 
third, eighty-fitth, eighty-ninth, ninety-fourth, ninety-fifth, 
ninety-seventh, one hundredth, one hundred and first, one 
bundred and second, aud one hundred and third amend- 
ments to the bill. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its dis- 

ement to, and concur in, the first, third, fourth, sixth, 
eighth, ninth, tenth, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fif- 
teenth, sixteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-first, 
twenty-second, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, 
twenty-sixth, thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty-second, thirty- 
third, thirty fifth, thirty.sixth, thirty-seventh, thirty-niath, 
fortieth, forty-second, forty-fourth, forty- fifth, forty-sixth, 
forty-eighth, forty-ninth, fiftty-second, fifty-fourth, fifty-sev- 
enth, fifty-eighth, fifty-ninth, sixtieth, sixty-first, sixty-sec- 
ond, sixty-fourth, sixty-fifth, sixty-sixth, sixty-seventh, 
sixty-eighth, sixty-ninth, seventieth, seventy-second, sev- 
enty third, seventy fourth, sevesty-sixth, eighty-fourth, 
eighty-sixth, eighty-seventh, eighty-eighth, ninetieth, nine- 
ty-+first, ninety-second, ninety-third, ninety-eighth, and 
uinety-ninth amendments of the Senate. 

‘That the House of Representatives do concur in the sev- 


| 











enth amendment of the Senate, with an amendmen as fo!- 
lows: In line two thereof, strike out the word “ ten,”? and 
insert “ five,” 

That the House of Representatives do concurin the fifty- 
first amendment of the Senate, with an amendment, as 
follows: In lime two thereof, strike out the sword ‘ six- 
teen,” and insert “‘ten.”? 

That the House of Representatives do concur in the 
seventy-seventh amendment of the Senate, with amend- 
ment, as follows: In line six, strike out the words **one 
clerk of class three ;’’ after the word “him,” in line 
twelve, insert the word “ and ;"’ and in lines thirteen, four- 
teen and fifteen, strike out the words “ and one assistant 
messenger at an annual salary of seven hundred dollars.”? 

And that the House of Representatives do concur in the 
ninety-sixth amendment of the Senate, with amendmenta, 
as follows: After the word “five,” in line three, insert 
“ temporary,”’ and in lines three, four and five, strike out 
the words * of class two, in addition to those now allowed 
by law, from and after the 30th of June, 1847,” and in lieu 
thereof insert “ during the fiscal year.”’ 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxuys, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate insisted upon their amend- 
ments to the bill making appropriations to supp! 
deficiencies for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1857, and asked for a further 
committee of conference. 

Also, that the Senate had passed an act (H.R. 
No. 541) for the relief of George Chorpenning, 
Jr., withan amendment; in which he was directed 
toask the concurrence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed, without 
amendment, the following bills: 

An act (H. R. No. 293) to construct a building 
for a custom-house and post office at Perth Am- 
boy, New Jersey; and 

r act (H. R. No. 706) for the relief of John 
B. Rose, of Wabash county, Indiana. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
House further insist upon their disagreemept to 
the Senate amendments to the deficiency bill, and 
agree to the further conference which is asked for 
by the Senate. 

Mr. LETCHER. How many committees of 
conference have been already had on that bill? 

The SPEAKER. Three Lore been appointed. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Messrs. 
SuerMan, Swope,and Peck, as the committee on 
the part of the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
same: 

An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1858; 

An act making appropriations for the execu- 
tive, legislative, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th June, 
1858; and 

An act making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1858. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL—~AGAIN, 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. There are one 
hundred and three Senate amendments to the civil 
appropriation bill, upon which the committee of 
conference have agreed; and were | to consume 
one minute of time in explaining each amend- 
ment it would consume the balance of the session. 
I will therefore state in general terms—— 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Allow me to in- 

the gentleman, The amendments were 
disagreed to here last night without one of them 
being read. They appropriate, 1 understand, 
millions of dollars; and I would now ask that 
such of them be read as it is proposed that the 
House shall agree to. I do not care about those 
the Senate recede from. You have time to read 
them, and the provisions you now propose to pass 
pever have been read or printed; and there is 
nobody who knows what is in them except the 
three members of the committee of conference. 
I must vote against the amendments unless they 


are read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I believe the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee has seldom, if ever, yoted 
for any of the appropriation bille, and I have no 
idea that he intends to vote for this one, even if 
the amendments are read. 
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Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee. I do not think I 
shall. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, You must passit, 
then, under a supension of the rules. 

Mir. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
general terms, before I call the previous question, 
that the Senate receded from about thirty-five of 
their amendments, and that some eight or ten of 
the Senate amendments were the identical prop- | 
ositions which had been agreed to by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and which were cut 
off by the action of the House the other day when | 
a single objection was made. 

There are some important measures of inde- | 
pendent legislation in this bill. The Senate have 


| 
receded from such of those amendments which || 
the committee of conference on the part of the || 
House thought required more deliberation; and || 
the House receded from their disagreement only | 
to those amendments which the committee on the || 
part of the House thought ought to be adopted, || 
Some of the heavy items of appropriations made | 
by the Senate amendments are receded from, such, || 
for instance, as that for the construction of the 


new jail for the District of Columbia, for which || 
$150,000 was appropriated. 
are in. [How much?’ “ How much?’’} 
mill I speak now of those import- 


The water-works | 


lion of dollars. 
ant amendments involving large sums of money. 
‘There is also uppropriated $500,000 for the com- 
pletion of the dome of the Capitol. The com- 
inittee on the part of the House believe that the 


dome must be completed at some time or other; 

and we believed that now, while the Treasury is 

full to overflowing, is the proper time for the | 
llouse to consent to it. 


Knowing that another appropriation bill is in 
jeopardy, and that there are other important pub- | 
lic measures which may come from the Senate, 
I move the previous question upon agreeing to | 
the report of the committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the yeas | 
and nays upon agreeing tothe report of the com- | 
mittee. | 

Mr. COVODE. I want to know whether the | 
water-works for Washington are included in this | 
report as being concurred in? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have already | 
said so, loud enough to be heard by everybody. | 

Mr.COVODE. Well, Mr.Speaker 
calls to ** Order!”? 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania is not in order, 

‘The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question unloved. 

Mr. STANTON. Lask for the reading of the | 
amendments that are to be concurred in by the | 
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} McCarty, MeMultin, 


And I will not | 
hazard the bill to graufy the gentleman. | 


I will say, in | 


A || 


{Loud || 





House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is too late. 

‘The SPEAKER. It is on the report of the 
committee of conference that the House passes | 
judgment. If the report be not satisfactory gen- | 
tlemen may vote against it. 

Mr, STANTON. I want to have the amend- 
ments read. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read | 
rain. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
amendments on which we have to vote be read. | 

Mr. STANTON. Lrise to a question of order. 
‘The amendments referred to in the report are a | 
yart of the report, and must be read as such. 
Lhe report recommends the House to concuran 
such and such amendments. Pf 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | Gentlemen are presumed | 
to know what are the parts of the bill. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair would state, in 
reply to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sran- 
ToN,} that the paper to be read now is the report 
of the committee of conference, and that that con- 
tains all on which the House passes judgment. 
A member has not the right to insist on reading 
the bill or amendments. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
to ask a question? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee, Will you select 
any one of these amendments referred to by num- 
ber, and tell me what isdn iv 

‘The SPEAKER, The Chair cannot do that, 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee, No, si¢;nor can 
any gentleman in the House, 














Have I the right 


|| @p 


| 
aS 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. HOWARD. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report from the committee of 
conference appointed on the disagreeing votes of 


| the two Houses on the deficiency bill, that that 


committee has met, and been unable to agree. 
Another committee has since been appointed. 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 
Mr. PERRY. I rise to a question of order. 
The amendments of the Senate propose to plunder 
the Treasury of the nation of millions of dollars. 


‘(| These amendments have never been even read in 
| the House; they have never been considered in 


Committee of the Whole; the previous question 
has been forced upon us; io now, under the 
operation of the gag, we are compelled to vote 
without even knowing a single 
of the amendments proposed to be passed, It is 
the most monstrous bill of abominations ever in- 
troduced into this House. I solemnly protest 
against it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must overrule the 
point of order. All the amendments were con- 
sidered in the House by unanimous consent, or 
by a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I appeal from that 


| decision. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now move that 
the report of the committee of conference be laid 
on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to know what is the 
condition of these reports. Do both refer to the 


| same bill? 


The SPEAKER. No; the vee presented 
just now by the gentleman from en {Mr. 
Howakp] was on the deficiency bill. He reports 
that the committee of conference has been una- 
ble toagree. Another conference committee has 
already been appointed on that bill. That of the 
gentleman from Ohio is on the bill appropriating 
money for certain civil expenses. 

Mr. KNOWLTON, I rise to a question of 
order. Weare called upon to vote on this report 
specifying certain amendments by their number. 

The SPEAKER. The report is in order. 

Mr. KNOWLTON. We are then compelled 
to vote on amendments without a knowledge of 
them. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair rules the report 


| to be in order. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I want to know 
whether the Chair decides, on the inquiry of the 


gentleman from Maine, {Mr. Know.ron,] that 
| he had ne right to have the amendments read ? 


The SPEAKER. The amendments cannot be 
read without the consent of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 appeal from that 
decision. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to lay the 

al on the table. : 

r. JONES, of Tennessee. On that I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the appeal was 
laid on the table. 

Mr, PERRY. LIcall for the yeas and nays on 
agreeing to the report. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 67; as follows: 

YRAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Benson, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Bishop, Bowie, Branch, Broom, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingaine, Cadwaiader,James II. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Caruthers, Ezra Clark, ‘Clawson, Clingman, 
Comins, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Elliott, Evans, 
Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 

us Hail, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hodges, 
Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
ard, Jewett, Keitt, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, Kunkel, 
Lake, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Sainuet 8. Marshall, 
Maxwell, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Ready, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Sanddge, Savage, Seward, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stew- 
art, Stranahan, Talbott, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, 
‘Todd, Tyson, Valk, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Eltihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Whitney, 
and worth—87. 


- 


Harris, Holloway, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Knowlton, Knax, Leiter, Leteher, Lindley, 


GLOBE. 


rovision in one | 
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Millson, Millward, Moore, M 

| Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Paine, Parker 
| Perry, Pettit, Powell, Pringle, Robison, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage’ 
| Sapp, Scott, Shorter, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, Under. 
|| wood, Wade,Waldron, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler 

Williams, and Zollicoffer—67. . 
|| So the report was agreed to. 

Pending the call of the roll, 
|, __Mr. TRAFTON said: Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
| House to excuse me from voting, as the amend- 

/ments have not been reported. I cannot vote 
| “*no,”?as there may be some matters which | 
| approve, nor can I vote ‘‘ay,’’ as there may be 
! some things I condemn; so that in either case “ | 

may do that I shall be sorry for.”’ 
| o objection was made; and Mr. Trarron was 
| excused. 
|| Mr. GALLOWAY stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Orr. 

_Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the report was agreed to; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table, which latter motion was agreed to, 


GEORGE CHORPENNING, JR. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to take from 
the Speaker’s table House bill (No. 541) for the 
relief of George Chorpenning, Jr., with the 
amendments of the Senate thereto. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
up, and the amendments of the Senate reported 
to the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the bill be laid 
on the table; and upon that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


JANE M‘CRAB. 


Mr. SAPP obtained the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. I submit that I am entitled to 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Sarr] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. Irise to a question of order. 
;The gentleman from Ohio has had the floor 
| assigned to him three times while I have been 
| endeavoring to obtain the ear of the Speaker. 
| Now, sir, my rights are equal to those of the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the 
| gentleman from Ohio was entitled to the floor be- 
| fore the House took a recess this morning, and 
has now the right toclaim the floor. 
| Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I have a small 
bill, a private bill, in which a citizen of Texas 
alone is interested, and to which I hope there will 
be no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. I appeal from that decision. 

Mr. DEAN, I move to lay the appeal on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAPP. | now, ask the consent of the 
House to take up Senate bill (No. 303) for the re- 
lief of Jane McCrab, widow of Captain John W. 
MecCrab, of the United States Army. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object, 

Mr. SAPP. I move to suspend the rules, and 
call for tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs: Sewanrp 
and SHERMAN were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes sixty-six, (not two thirds of a quorum.) 

So the rules were not suspended. 


DELEGATE FROM ARIZONA. 


Mr. OTERO asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House is authorized and 
directed to pay to N. P. Cook, of Arizona, out of the con- 
tingent fund, the mileage allowed to Delegates from the 
Territories. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD objected, 

Mr. OTERO moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. OTERO called for tellers. | 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Emnie, and 
Coss of » were i 
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in the affirmative... $j 
the rules were not suspended, . 5; i 
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DR. E. K. KANE. 


Mr. TYSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask the unani-_ 
mous consent of the House to take up and consider 
the amendment of the Senate to the joint resolu- | 


tions, which originated in this body, respecting 


Dr. Kane’s Arctic explorations. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 
Mr. TYSON moved to suspend the rules. 
The motion was agreed to; 

suspended. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 
Strike out the first section, in the following words : 


That the Committee on the Library be authorized to pur- || 


| 


chase from the publishers fifteen thousand copies of aforth- | 
coming work, by Dr. E. K. Kane, on Arctic explorations, 


Franklin, to be distributed among the members of Congress 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Mr. EVANS moved to suspend the rules, and 





An act for the relief of Henry Stewart; 

An act for the relief of Mark and Richard H, 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMu.ur |) Bean, of the State of Arkansas; 

and Perry were appointed. || An act for the relief of Claiborn Vaughn; 
The House divided: and the tellers reported— || An act for the relief of the surviving children 

| ayes sixty, noes not counted. | 


' of Sarah Van Pelt, widow of John Van Pelt, a 
So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds || revolutionary soldier; 





| called for tellers on the motion. 


|| of a quorum not voting in favor thereof.) 
and the rules were | 

||. Mr. HAVEN. 
|| ileged question. 


PAY OF HON. THOMAS CHILDS, JR. 


I offer a resolution in reference 
| to the pay of Mr. Cuitps, who has not been here 
| during the present session; but I am informed by 
; my colleague [Mr. Kexty] that he started for 


| and illness compelled his return. 


during the years 1853, 1854, and 1855, in search of Sir John 1 Washington, and came as far as Philadelphia, 
1] 


by the Secretary and Clerk of the two Houses respectively, 

under the direction of said committee: Provided, That the | 
rice shall not exceed five dollars for the two volumes: | 

And provided further, That the material, press-work, illus- 


trations, and binding, shall be approved by the said com- i! 


mittee. 

Leaving the second section to stand as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Navy shail cause to be struck 
and presented to Dr. Kane, his officers and men, respect- 
ively, such appropriate medals as, in the judgment of the 
said Seeretary, shall express the bigh estimation in which 
Congress hold their respective merits and services. 


Mr. TYSON. Iam authorized by the Commit- 
tee on the Library to recommend a concurrence 
in the amendment of the Senate. It strikes out 
the resolution for the purchase of Dr. Kane’s 
work, retaining that only for the presentation of 
medals to himself, his officers and men, according 
to their respective grades. 

While the committee make this recommenda- 
tion, they consider every honor which the two res- 
olutions would have reflected ee the explorer 
aseminently due to his high public merit and dis- 
tinguished public services. Nor are they able to 
perceive = difference in principle between the 
purchase of books and the granting of medals, con- 
sidered as a mode of expressing approbation, or 
a sense of honorable achievement. 

The committee acquiesce in the amendment 
of the Senate for other and independent reasons. 
Since the adoption of these resolutions, on the 
16th of April last, a general law has been passed 
prohibiting the gratuitous distribution of books 
among the members, except those of a strictly 
documentary character; and, sad to tell, Dr. 
Kane has lately died from the effects of disease 
contracted or aggravated by the exposure and 
hardships incident to his memorable explorations. 
As one object of the proposed purchase of his 
valuable work was to give to him some substan- 
tial proof of the regard and appreciation of Con- 
gress, in a mode which might be acceptable to his 
own feelings, this reason is taken away by his 
premature and lamented death. 

But something ought to be done by way of 
public testimony to the contributions he has made 
toknowledge, as well as in commemoration of the 
fearless intrepidity, scientific spirit, and benevo- 
lent zeal which marked his daring expedition 
in search of Sir John Franklin. 
consider what he accomplished, or what a vast 
store-house he has unlocked and opened to future 
py tee whether we look to his great fame 
at home, or to his even greater celebrity abroad, 
oe is imperatively called upon to act. Itis 
the duty of this body to express its acknowledg- 
ment and appreciation. The loss of a man so 
endowed, and so full of rare promise, is a public 
one. Itis mitigated only by the consideration that 
he has disappeared asa bright sun, going down 
at noon, without a cloud to dim its pathway. 

I therefore be 
amendment whieh 
such honorary medals to the explorer and his 
companions as the Secretary of the Navy may 
deem appropriate to their respective services and 
grades, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TYSON moved to reconsider the vote by 


The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the salary of Thomas Cuinps, Jr., a 
member of this House from the State of New York, who 
has been prevented from taking his seat by illness, be com- 
puted and paid to him from 18th of August, 1856, to 3d of 
March, 1857, as though he had been in regular attendance 
at the sittings of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. Is there a mem- 
ber of the Thirty-Fourth Congress by the name 
of Tuomas Cmitps? Did you, Mr. Speaker, ever 
administer an oath to any such member? 

The SPEAKER. The oath was not admin- 
istered to him; but he was here previous to the 
opening of Congress. 

Mr. HAVEN. Do not let the House be under 





Whether we | 


any misapprehension about this matter. Mr. 
Cups was paid up to last August, by a resolu- 
tion of the House. I understand from my col- 
league, {Mr. Ketiy,] who seems to be cognizant 
|| of the fact, that Mr. Curxps started for this city 
at the commencement of this session, and came 
as far as Philadelphia, but was compelled to re- 
turn. Iam inclined to think that, inasmuch as 
he has been prevented by illness from taking his 
seat, he is entitled to his pay. That isall I know 
of the facts. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the rules be sus- 

nded, to enable me to offer the resolution. 

Mr. KELLY demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerry and 
CraGin were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 100, noes 19. 

So the rules were suspended, (two thirds voting 
in the affirmative.) 

The resolution was adopted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Sipney Wessrter, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, informing the House that the 
President had approved and signed bills of the 
following titles, viz: 

An act for the relief of Isaac Swain; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bailey, an in- 
valid soldier of the war of 1812; 

An act for the relief of Joseph M. Kennedy; 

An act to establish certain post roads in the 
United States, and the Territories thereof; 

An act for the relief of Shadrack Rice, of Jack- 
son county, Virginia; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin W. Smithson; 

An act for the relief of Robert S. Wimberly; 

An act for the relief of Barton Jewell; 

An act for the relief.of the heirs of William 
Easby, deceased, partner of Easby & Henly; 

An act for the relief of Isaac P. Washburne; 

An act for the relief of Amos Armstrong, of 





I object to the 








the House to concur in the | Ohio; 
retains the resolution granting || 


An act granting a pension to Franklin W. 

|| Armstrong, of Hardin county, Kentucky; 

| An act to extend the provisions of the act en- 

| titled ** An actin addition to certain acts granting 

| bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 

| have teen engaged in the military service of the 
United States,’’ to the officers and soldiers of 


which the amendment of the Senate was agreed || Major David Bailey’s battalion of Cook county 
to, and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider || (Illinois) volunteers; 


on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
BENJAMIN E. EDWARDS. 


Mr. EVANS asked unanimous consent to take 
up from the Speaker’s table Senate bill (No. 154) 
to confirm the title of Benjamin E. Edwards to 
& certain tract of land in the Territory of New 

exico. 


Mr. PRINGLE objected. 


An act for the relief of Daniel Wacaser; 
| An act for the relief of William Walton, a sol- 
| dier of the war of 1812; 

An act for the relief of Sampson Hays, a sol- 
dier in the revolutionary war; 

An act for the relief of George Cassady; 

An act making cppropriations for the support 
eg Army for the year ending the 30th of Fine, 
jl 3 








I rise to what may be a priv- | 
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An act for the relief of Robert H. Stevens; 

An act for the relief of George Bond; 

An act for the relief of William L. Oliver; 

An act for the relief of Robert Davis; 

An act providing an increase of pension to 
Isaac Phillips; 

An act for the relief of Betsy Nash; 

An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the 


| parish of Ascension, State of Louisiana; 


| 
| 


An act making appropriations for the trans- 


| tortation of the United States mail by ocean 
| steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal year 


ending the 30th of June, 1858; 

An act to increase the pay of the cadets at the 
West Point Academy; 

An act for the relief of Jonathan Cilley, 

An act making appropriations for the legisla- 
tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending June 30, 1858; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Irish, William 
| Sturgis, and Bartholomew Baldwin, 

An act for the relief of Mathew G. Emery; 

An act for the relief of the children of James 
Phelps, a revolutionary soldier; 

An act to confirm to Charles Waterman his 
title to certain lots in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 

An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending June 30, 1858; 

An act for the relief of Charles Parish, a sol- 
dier of the war of 1812; 

An act for the relief of the surviving children 
of John Gilbert, a revolutionary soldier; 

An act for the relief of Collier Minge, P. T. 
Ellicott, and Lucretia Brodie, administratrix of 
Charles Brodie; 

An act for the relief of J. H. F. Thornton, 
Lawrence Taliaferro and H.T. Taliaferro, sure- 
ties of D. M. I’. Thornton, late a purser in the 
Navy of the United States; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas Rhoades and 
Jeremiah Austill. 


RELEASE FROM CONTRACTS. 

Mr. DE WITT. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to adjust 
and cancel certain contracts. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I object. 


Mr. DE WITT. I move a suspension of the 
rules. Every member of this House knows that 
the gentlemen mentioned in the resolution en- 
gaged in the business of manufacturing bricks for 
the aqueduct with full confidence that the contract 
ats be carried out in good faith, They were 


pressed forward to procure the brick, and they 
were compelled to purchase brick at a great loss, 
and then the work was entirely dropped, and 
their machinery and everything else became so 
much loss to them. They merely ask that the 
appropriation made at the last session shal! be 
applied to the payment of their contract. They 
ask for no new appropriation. The officers of 
the Government did not feel authorized to poy it, 
and the resolution only asks that they may be 
aid. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts has not the right to discuss his reso- 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. DE WITT. [I call for tellers upon the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs HI. Man- 
sHALL and Barsour were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 93, noes 25. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills reported as truly enrolled, a bill 
making appropriations for certain civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1858; when the Speaker signed the same. 

Mr. DE WITT. [now call the previous ques- 
tion upon my resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question caleeae and under its operation 
the resolution was ordered to be read a third time, 
and was accordingly read the third time. 
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Mr. FLORENCE moved the previous question 
on the passage of the resolution. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, l wish the question 
of order to be settled. I appeal from the decision 


The previous question was seconded, and the || of the Chair deciding that this resolution is a priv- 


main question ordered; and under its operation || ileged motion. 


the resolution was passed, 
Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the resolution was passed, and also || 


I was cut off by clamor from 
‘taking an appeal before, although I endeavored 


| to obtain the floor. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair feels 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the || bound to decide that the appeal comes too late. 


table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
VOTE OF THANKS TO THE SPEAKER. 
Mr. AIKEN. I offer the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House are due, and 
are hereby presented, to the Hon. N. P. Bangs, Jun., for 
the able, impartial, and dignified manner in which he has 
discharged the duties of Speaker during the present Con- 
gress. 

Messrs. CRAIGE, HARRIS of Illinois, and 
other members objected. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Haven.) 
The Chair is informed that it has been the rule 
to admit such a resolution as a question of priv- 
ilege, and therefore overrules the objection of the 
gentleman from North Carolina. 

Messrs. SHORTER, HARRIS, of Illinois, and 
others, stated that they appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore stated the question 
to be on the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I regret most deeply that 
the honorable gentleman from South Carolina 
{Mr. Arxen] has felt called upon to present this 
resolution. I voted against the Speaker of this 
House when he was elected. There is much 
in the conduct of that gentleman which I can ap- 
prove; but there is much which I am called upon 
to condemn, 

Mr. EVANS. The gentleman from Virginia 
is not in order. 

Mr.McMULLIN. This day will close twenty- 

two years of my life in legislative bodies. I have 
never before in my life arisen for the purpose of 
doing that which I now rise to do, to wit: not 
only to vote against the resolution, but to enter 
my solemn protestagainst it. And, Mr. Speaker, 
it comes from the last State in this Union from 
which I had supposed such a proposition would 
come. Iregret that the honorable gentleman for 
whom I cast my vote for the Speakership should 
have introduced this resolution. Sir, could I take 
that vote back to-day, 1 would do so. This is to 
me one of the most painful duties that I have ever 
performed on this floor; but a high and imperious 
sense of duty demands at my hands that I should 
take the course which I do, I call for the yeas 
and nays on the resolution, 
- Mr. SEWARD. I regret exceedingly that 
there should be any manifestation of fecling on 
this subject in any quarter. [ come from the 
State of Georgia—a State occupying as proud a 
position as uf State of Virginia, or any other 
State in this Union; and while the State which I 
represent differs radically in political opinion from 
the present Speaker, | shall not stand here to 
bring these issues into a question likg this, be- 
stowing the usual, and I believe just, compliment- 
ary notice asked for by the resolution on your 
table —— 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to interrapthim? I want to set myself right. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair begs 
leave to say to the gentleman from Georgia that, 
if he yields the fioor without consent of the 
House, he will lose it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I decline to yield the floor. 
Like the gentleman from Virginia, I have been in 
public life a good many years myself. I came here 
with all the prejudices whicha gentleman can en- 
tertain against the occupant of the chair. I have 
watched his conduct narrowly; [have scanned it 
closely at every step; and I must say, from my 
knowledge of the administration of presiding 
officers over legislative bodies, that I have seen 
as much fairness in the occupant of the chair as I 
have ever witnessed in any legislative body else- 
where, And I take great pleasure—coming as I 
do from the South, and differing as widely as I 
do with the Speaker on political questions — in 
raising my voice and recording my vote in doing 

jusuce to a political adversary. 

Mr. TYSON. This debate seems to be irreg- 
ular and unnecessary. I therefore demand the 
previous question, 

The previous question was seconded. 


Mr. SAVAGE. I called for the appeal myself. 

Mr. SHORTER. So did I. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois. I have endeavored 
to get the ear of the Speaker to take that appeal 
as a matter of right, but was precluded by the 
clamor, although I raised my voice as loud as 
members ought in the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Illinois to allow the resolution to come in, 
and let us vote for or against it, according to our 

judgment. If we exclude the resolution upon a 
point of order, we have not expressed our senti- 
ments as to the fidelity of the officer who has pre- 
sided over us, and therefore it would be better for 
us, in my judgment, notwithstanding the point 
of order may be in the way, to admit the resolu- 
tion, and come up and vote upon it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of LIlinois. I am ready to meet 
the resolution, and to vote upon it; but I think 
| the question of order a most important one. I 
want to know whether the House will decide that 
such a resolution as this will be admitted as a 
question of privilege. 

Mr. KENNETT. I move to lay the appeal 
| on the table. . 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
state the question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. While I am on the 
floor I would like to say a word. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 
not debatable. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not, the pre- 
vious question having been seconded. 

Mr. KEITT. I hope the gentleman from Illi- 
nois will withdraw his question of order. 1 think 
the Chair is clearly right in the decision he has 
made; but, if the gentleman differs with the Chair, 
let the resolution come in as a question of cour- 
tesy, and let us have a vote upon it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. If gentlemen will 
give me a record on this resolution, I will with- 
draw my question of order. 

Mr. EIT. So far as I am concerned you 
shall have that. [Cries of ‘* Agreed !’’] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I withdraw my 
| question of order. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered on the reso- 

lution. 

Mr. BARCLAY, (amidst much confusion.) I 
rise to a privileged question. I move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. BURNETT. [rise to a question of order. 
The previous question has not been seconded. 

| It was called; but there has not been a vote upon 


it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The previous 
question has been seconded and the main ques- 
ton ordered to be put. The gentleman from 
Kentucky is certainly mistaken. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 119, nays 35; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Albfight, Allen, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bowie, 
Brenton, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Clingman, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Henry 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean nver, De Witt, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edmundson, Emrie, English Eth- 
eridge, Eustis, Evans, Flagier, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, 
J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hodges, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hortou, Howard, Kelly, 
Kelsey, Kennett, Knee, Knight, Lake, Lindley, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Smith Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Morrison, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, ny 
Pennington, Perry, Porter, Pringle, Rieaud, Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Roberts, Rebison, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Sherman, 
Simmons, Samuel A. Sunith ‘William 

Stanton, Stranahan, oo ‘Tappan ngton, Thurs- 
ton, Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Elihu B? Washburne, Israel Washbura, Wells, Williams, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Zollicoffer—119. 

NAYS — Messrs. Barclay, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Boyce, Burnett, Cad » Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Craige, Dowdell, Pic, Raitt, eannt Augus- 
tus Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Houston, Haghston, George 
W. Jones, Keitt, Letcher, McMullin, McQueen, Millson, 
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Smith, Spinner, | 
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Peck, Powell, Ready, Ruffin, § § : ; 
liam Bmith, deawane, Talbot, Wade. one When 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. BROOM said: I decline to vote upon this 
resolution. 
|| Mr. HARRISON said: While I indorse to the 
| fullest extent the ability of the Speaker, I cannot 
indorse his impartiality. I therefore decline to 





Mr. McMULLIN. I-want to say that I am 
not actuated by sectional feeling. [Cries of * Or. 
der!’ ** Order ia I vote **no.”’ 

Mr. VALK. If decline voting. 

Mr. WALKER, An act of courtesy is not an 
indorsement of objectionable principles. I vote 
‘Sa ‘ 

Mr. AKERS stated that, if he had been within 
the bar when his name was called, he should 
have voted ** no.’’ 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to say that, while 

I am willing to indorse, to the fullest extent, the 
: of our presiding officer, I am unwilling to 





say, by my vote, that he has acted impartially, 
I vote ** no.”’ 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT, 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxins, its Secretary, announcing the pas- 
sage of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee of two members on the part 
of the Senate be appointed, to join such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, 
to wait on the President of the United States, and inform 
him that the two Houses are ready to close the present ses- 
sion by an adjournment. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
resolution be concurred in, and that a committee 
be appointed on the part of the House to join the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Camp- 
BELL of Ohio and Waker were appointed as 
such committee. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill of the House to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the fiacklyeat ending June 
30, 1857, reported that the committee had agreed 
upon all the amendments of the Senate except the 
e eventh, and that they had agreed to recommend 

a concurrence in that with an amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the 
previous question on the report of the committee 
of conference, and invoke the House to imme- 
diate action if they wish to save the bill. Iam 

just informed by the Secretary of War that unless 
this bill passes it will cost the Government a loss 
of twenty per cent. at least. 

Mr. SHERMAN, The committee unanimous- 
ly agreed to the report. It gives books named 

| in a certain resolution to new members, provided 
they shall be deposited ina public library in each 
of those members’ districts. 

The SPEAKER. There is no written report; 
and if there be no objection, the House will act 

on the statement of the gentleman from Ohio. 

There was no objection. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I want to see the 
report. Let it be read. 

he SPEAKER. There is no report; and the 

Chair distinctly stated that if there was no ob- 

jection, the question would be taken on the state- 

ment of the gentleman from Ohio; and there was 
no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object, and de- 

|| mand that the report shall be read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to suspend 
the rules, so that the House might act on the re- 
port in its present condition. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 

reed to. 

he report of the committee of conference was 
'| adopted. . 
r. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the report was adopted; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
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enrolled an aet (H. R. No. 636) to supply 


rul f eg 
deésiencies in the appropriations for the service 


of the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1857; when 
the Speaker signed the same. 


STEUART AND RANDALL. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. IT askthe unanimous | 
consent of the House to take up and put on its | 
passage Senate bill (No. 522) explanatory of an 
act approved August 18, 1856, entitled ‘* An act | 
for the relief of Adam Steuart and Alexander 
Randall, executors of Daniel Randall. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move that the rules | 


be suspended for the purpose I have indicated. 


The question was taken; and the rules were | 
suspended. 
he bill was taken from the Speaker’s table, | 
and ordered to be read a third time; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. H. MA RSHALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved | 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the | 
table. : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISBURSING OFFICERS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the unani- | 
mous consent of the House to take up and put on | 
its passage Senate resolution (No. 60) to provide | 
for the settlement of certain accounts of the dis- 
bursing officers of the two Houses of Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. _ I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to suspend | 
the rules, in order that we may pass the resolu- 
tion I have stated. 

The question was taken; and the rules were | 
suspended. | 

he question was taken on an amendment of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means, extending | 
the act to 1857 as well as to 1856; and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the | 
resolution be laid upon the table; and on that mo- | 
tion | demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohiec. 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

The joint resolution as amended was ordered 
to a third reading; and it was accordingly read 
the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved the previous 


| 


I call for the pre- | 





The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
vote by which the resolution was passed be re- 
considered; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS OF INQUIRY. 


question upon the passage of the resolution. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
mous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Secre- 
tary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary 
of the Interior, the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary 
of War, the Postmaster General, and the Attorney General, 


I ask the unani- 


House at its next session : 

1. The number of their assistants of every description, 
including heads of bureaus, messengers, and laborers in 
their respective Departments, together with the salaries and 
any other compensation allowed to each. 

2. ‘The grades of service, by classes, in their Departments 
severally, the number of grades, and the compensation 
Which ought, in their opinion, to be allowed to each grade. 

3. What regulation of law, if any, is, in their opinion, 
necessary to equalize the labor of the clerical force of each 
Lane be made thosc.of the W 

- Such reparts to be made separately—thosc, ar 
and Navy Departments carefully discriminating between 
the civil, military, and naval employés of the Departments, 
Specifying, in the ease of the latter, the pay and emoluments 
of every description received by each. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
do report to said House of Representatives during the first 
week of the next session thereof— 

_1. The salary of the Clerk as fixed by law at the first ses- 
Ston of Congress under the present Constitution ; the pum- 
ber of his assistants and the salary allowed to each, specify- 
ing the names of such assistants and the particular duties 
severally assigned to each, and also the dates of their ap- 

ntments severally, and the date of the law, and where to 

found, specifying the book and page. And in all cases, and 
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be, and are bereby requested severally to report to the 








we like Powarity,epecifying any inesaten tn.spe paary 
of suc Crk And his assistants, with any 0 r i 
allowances made to them averehy,” Atal that sock upate- ataar carte io wold be des It is no more than 
ment embrace the period of President Washington's first || JUStCe Nhat it should be done. 
| administration, together with the contingent expensesof || Mr. MORGAN, I also have an amendment 
the Hones of Representatives fer the same period ; the - which I trust the gentleman will accept. 
| Port to be presenied in sonnal rests or statements, ond & Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (at ten minutes 
| oe or aggregate thereof tur the period of said admin- before twelve o’elock,m.) I move that the House 
| 2. Thatthe said Clerk make a similar report in all respects do now adjourn. 
The question was taken; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 25, noes 110, “ 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. TRAFTON, I have modified my resolu- 
tion, and now move the previous question. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Has the gentleman ac- 
cepted my amendment? 

Mr. TRAFTON . [have accepted that amend- 


and I ask that he be paid the same per diem as 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| as to the Doorkeeper, Sergeant-at-Arms, Postmaster, and 
wale assistants, severally, of the said House of Represent 
| atives, 

3. That the said Clerk shall make a similar report and 
statement in all respects as before prescribed for each period 
of four years down to the administration of President Pierce 

inclusive. 

4. That the Clerk also state how many and which of said 

assistants are now required by their duties to remain during 
the recess at the Capitol, and the employmentin which they | 





are engaged. 
Mr. THORINGTON. I object. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then I move a 
suspension of the rules, and upon it I ask for 
tellers, 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The rules were not suspended. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act explan- 
atory of anactapproved August 18, 1856, entitled 
** An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart, and 
of Alexander Randall, executor of Daniel Ran- 
dall;’? when the Speaker signed the same. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Sipney Wesster, his Private Secre- 
tary, informing the House that he had this day 
approved and signed resolution and bills of the 
following tides: 

Joint resolution for the presentation of medals 
to Dr. Kane, his officers, and men; 

An act to construct a building for a custom- 
house and post office at Perth Amboy, New Jer- 


ment, and others suggested by other gentlemen, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object to its being 
accepted, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts cannot accept an amendment, or make 
any modification to his resolution, after the pre- 

| vious question has been called. It is not in his 
power to do so. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The amendment 
was accepted by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts before the previous question was demanded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. : 

The question was put; and the resolution, as 
modified, was adopted, as follows: 

Resolwed, That the Clerk of the House is hereby directed 
to pay out of the contingent fund of the House to William 
Tudge the usual extra compensation allowed to laborers of 
the House; that the Clerk of this House be directed to pay 
out of the contingent fund to Daniel Buck, the sum of 9360 
for each session of Congress that he has or shall collate, 
make out, and prepare for publication the list of appropria- 
tions made, new offices created, &e., as required by the 
act approved July 6, 1836; and that Phin. B. Tompkins, tally- 
clerk and assistant reader, be paid for his service during 
this Congress, and until otherwise ordered, the same ¢om- 
pensation which the reading clerk receives or shall receive 
under ary resolution of this House ; that the clerk to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions de paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Houge, the same per diem and extra com- 
pensation allowed other clerks to standing committees of 
the House of Representatives, during the time employed by 
said committee for this Congress; that the Committee on 
Accounts be directed to examine the aceount of B. F. Hall 
for services rendered by order of this House, and if any- 
thing shall be found due bim the same shall be paid from 
the contingent fund of the House. 


Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vog 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


EXTRA PAY TO REPORTERS. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask unan- 
imous consent to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the resolutions of the House, at the pres- 
ent Congress, giving the usual extra compensation, be con- 
strued, as heretofore, to include the reporters of this House. 


Mr. HOUSTON objected. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to sus- 
pend the rules. 

The question was put; and the rules were sus- 
pended. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to 





expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1858; 
An act for the relief of George Chorpenning, 


r4 

An act for the benefit of John W. Cox; 

An act to construct a road in the Territory of 
Nebraska; 

An act to supply deficiencies in the appropri- 
ations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1857; 

An act to relinquish the claim of the United 
States to certain property of which E. King died 
seized and possessed, in the District of Colum- 

| bia, upon certain specified conditions; and 
An act providing for the construction of a mili- 





sey; 
An act making appropriations for certain eivil 


tary road below Fort Steilacoom and Bellingham 
Bay, in the Territory of Washington. 


PRINTING OF REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. KEITT moved that the reports of the 
standing committees of the House, upon cases 
which had been referred to them, be printed in 
the same manner as if they had been reported to 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 





_ PAPERS WITHDRAW R. reconsider on the table. 
On motion of Mr. AKERS, it was Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rose to ad- 
Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the || dress myself to this resolution before the question 
Committee on ee Claims the petition and papers || was put. 
relating to the heirs of Daniel Bedinger, for the purpose of | rn pT 4 
reference to the Court of Claims. r ine The SPEAKER. _The entleman from Ala- 
bama rose and inquired whether the previous 
INCREASE OF COMPENSATION. | question was called, 
Mr. TRAFTON. I ask the unanimous con- Mr. HOUSTON. Yes; and then I intended to 
sent of the House to introduce the following res- || keep the floor. 
olution: he SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House is hereby directed | bama did not suggest his desire to address the 
to pay out of the contingent fund of the House to William House. 
Tudge the usual extra compensation allowed to laborers of Mr. HOUSTON. The Speaker did not-—— 
| the House. : The SPEAKER. The resolution is agreed to. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I object. Mr.-SMITH, of Virginia. I ask for the yeas 


and nays on the motion to lay on the table. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicatns, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had completed its legislative busi- 
ness, and was ready to adjourn. 

Mr. KEITT, (at three minutes before twelve, 
m.) I move that the House do now adjourn, 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The question was taken, and the rules were 
suspended. | 
Mr. FLORENCE. [ask the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts to accept of an amendment; and I 
do so because the clerk of the Committee on In- 
| valid Pensions will not be paid unless the resolu- 
tion I propose is passed. ‘That committee ap- 
pointed a clerk, but the Committee on Accounts 
| differed as to the construction of the resolution, 


| Mr. TRAFTON., I move to suspend the rules. 
| 





| 
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The question being on Mr. Wasnsurwe’s mo- 














| An act to reimburse the estate of Joseph Mc- 

















—————————— 
| nance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No, 
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# } . > oat a > any sv 
tion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table, || Clure, a paymaster in the war of 1812; , 606) making appropriations for the legislat; d 
1 llers were called for. ; | An act for the relief of the heirs of Jacques God- | executive, and Midicial expenses of the Gover ate 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 withdraw || on ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 185g forth 
the motion to reconsider. | n act for the relief of Mary Ann Clark; reported it with amendments. , The 
Mr. HOUSTON. I renew it; and I suppose || An act for the relief of C. B. R. Kennerly; r. COLLAMER, from the Committee on the amend 
that motion is debatable. | An act for the relief of Richard Phillips; | Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was recom. third t 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a privi- || An act for the relief-of William Poole; | mitted the bill (S. No. 633) to provide for carry. 
leged question. The joint committee appointed | An act for the relief of Benjamin R. Gantt; |, ing the mails of the United States from Panama 
on the part of the two Houses to wait upon the An act for the relief of Jesse Morrison, of Illi- || to Valparaiso, on the west coast of South Amer. Mr. 
President of the United States, and to ascertain |) nois; é | ica, in connection with the mail routes alread to wh 
whether he had any further communication to || An act for the relief of George F. Baltzell, as- || established to New Orleans, New York, and Cat. to este 
make to Congress, have discharged that duty; | signee of James P. Roan; : ifornia, reported it with an amendment. vort o 
and lam desired to report that he is not aware || An act for the relief of the heirs of Samuel R. || Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com. ack 
i +3 of any other communication that it is necessary || Thurston, late Delegate from Oregon; merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 550) mattet 
ee to make. I therefore move that the House do |; Anact forthe relief of Thomas B. Steele, assed || for the reliefof David Ogden, Andrew Foster, and Senate 
ie now (twelve o'clock, m.) adjourn. | assistant surgeon of the Navy of the United || other ship-owners, reported it without amend. The 
e. The motion was agreed to. | States; 7 ment, and that it ought not to pass. The accom. Whol 
ee The SPEAKER, before announcing the result, || An act for the relief of John C. McConnell; || panying papers were ordered to be printed. Augui 
a dddreseed the body as follows: || An act for the relief of William Kendall; M:. WELLER, from the Committee on For. distric 
i Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, I || | An act for the relief of Henry F. Mudd, of || eign Relations, to whom was referred the petition pointe 
.? solicit that indulgence which is usually accorded || Missouri; ; of Frederick A. Beelen, submitted a report, accom. the p 
ee to those who stand in the position which I oc- |; An act for the relief of John Huff, of Texas; || panied by a bill (S. No. 641) for his relief; which duties 
Fs cupy. | An act for the relief of John L. Vattier; | was read, and passed to a second reading; and the lectio 
; ae E | should fail to perform an imperative duty did || An act for the relief of Samuel S. Haight; meee was ordered to be printed. : surve 
a I sever our official, connection without acknowl- | A resolution for the relief of Israel B. Bigelow; _Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on the Judi. Cinei 
a2 edging my obligations to the officers with whom || and : ; ._ || Clary, to whom were referred the papers relating by th 
wy I have been associated, and to the House itself, || A resolution to pay the pension due Parmelia || to the claim of George Whitman, submitted a antith 
Ph for that generous and unwavering support which || Slavin, late wife of John Blue, deceased, to her || report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 642) for mercl 
® has been given to me in my sphere of service. || administrator. the relief of George Whitman; which was read, Cinei 
v: wi fa bineetr of Vaiaeaid ae goaleicy SIDS APEROPRIASION, PSD, inna ryote The 
Bene , s Tisli ym no ordain ; be . ne 
a lve Nebo nenssuaael pestay Pi ‘Resa | Mr. ried cp from the Committee on Fi- Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public pecs 
> ip ican people and the rapid extension of their the- ao te tow oe eerie te a of Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No, port « 
7 a aters of action and enterprise have crowded upon || € Senate to the bi (H. R. No. 614) making || 638) making a grant of alternate sections of pub- nah t 
o's us from day to day a constant succession of ques- La tit rsa ohare current and contingent ex- || Jic Jands to aid in the construction of railroads in are t 
F tions of extraordinary character and serious im- || PEMSS © the Indian department, and for fulfill- |) the Territory of Kansas, reported it with amend- © collec 
BD port, and to this has been superadded an unusual |) 10g treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, || ments.  dise « 
‘es amount of the ordinary business of legislation. || for the year mre 30th of June, 1858, disagreed Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public ® for th 
. To have been cere fens such circumstances | h by the House of Representatives, moved that Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No, 5 — 
; to the chair of this the first of deliberative assem- | the Senate insist upon its amendments, and ask || 638) to create the office of surveyor general of e mM 
blies-~an office which has been endeared to the || fof @ conference on the disagreeing votes of the |! public lands in the Territory of Nebraska, re- same 
oe eople by its association with the memories of || '¥° Houses thereon. ported it without amendment, and that it ought and f 
. Mra ilenberg, Macon, Cheves, and Clay—is an The motion was agreed to; and the Prest- || not to pass. allow 
i ie honor that might well crown a life of study and || PENT pro tempore appointed Messrs. Bropueap, || Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Public thro 
a toil. To have discharged the duties of this office, || Sepasrean ane Rusk, conferees on the partof the || Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Th 
4 delicate and important as they have been, to your || Senate. George S. Seton, submitted a report, accompanied amen 
‘ey 5 entire satisfaction, is more than I could Lice 1} A subsequent message from the House of Rep- bya Bill for the relief of the legal representatives third 
- 3 hoped. The Journal of the House, an unerring | resentatives, by Mr, Cuttom, its Clerk, an- || of Charles Seton; which was read, and passed 
oh | @nd impartial record, and the resolution to which, || Munced that the House of Representatives insists || to @ second reading; and the report was ordered 
Se as | am informed, you have come, following the upon its disagreement to the amendments of the || to be printed. M 
suceestion of the distineuished gentleman from || Senate to the bill (H.R. No. 614) making ap- : ; of th 
South Caroli Mr. An a to me assu- || Propriations for the current and contingent ex- On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, it was from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Aiken,] give . 28 of the Indian d d for fulfilli Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis- M 
ramces that cannot but be gratifying, and for these || Penses of the Indian department, and for fulhlting || ad from the further consideration of the petition of . 
{ proffer to you my profound and life-long ac- || Teaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for inepecteen of customs for the port of Mobile ; and the papers trust 
biowtellirients. 7" | the year ending 30th of June, 1858, insisted on |! relating to the claim of Pierre Menard and Louis Vallé. M 
The welcome word from me must be that word = Se coer Es Ganeredag vere ofthe the On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, it was ~~ 
rhicl d ting ff these scenes of . ; i i i ‘ 
Nnious labor. 1 invoke for you, gentlemen, a || Houses thereon, and have appolued Dx. Haw: be dlacharged from the further consideration of the bill (6 the | 
wt happy return to your homes, where the sweet arp, Mr. Greenwoop, and Mr. Leirer, conferees || No. 609) in relation to the public surveys in the State of ana 
‘ and native air of hill and vale, and the loved forms || ©" the part of the House. sere aot that it be referred to the Committee on _ 
a6 and sounds of oe ~~ we love at a SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION REPORT. FOLDING-ROOM. agre 
i ; ay revive your exhausted energies ur the ‘ “ . 
ae avian of the fever of fitful sind wamatiatealory |, Lhe PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- T 
ey contests, and bring each and all to the cheering || Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Smithsonian |! tion; which was referred to the Committee to doe: 
; 4 adinission, whatever disappointments and perils tha tpasemilen, oliptanaiote pra nial Popes of — — Control the Contingent Expenses of a 
eB. ' llons, expen ’ e Senate: ir 
f i eee oe a Souinty in’ skeet — Smithsonian Institution during the year 1856. Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to h 
SNe ant labor. | Mr. FITCH submitted the following resolu- | Sees ane ae Se peneees nenetane ae ne for 
+} A i . n ing- a s 
| 3 ° [tis only left for me to announce thatthe power || mont the assistant of the Postmaster of the Senate, to commence 2 
H ; of the House as a legislative body now ceases, aes i a reper eg we mg on the Ist of January, 1856. bye 
. < : re of the Board o' nts of the Sm ia stitu- 
; | wnd'te bid you Pasewell.* [Applanss:} tion for 1836 be printed, and that ten thousand additional || IMPORTATION OF OBSCENE ARTICLES. } 
ei; —_— copies thereof be printed, and that twenty-five hundred . i 
% g thereof be for the wt of the Smithsonian lnstioution. Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee — Fi- by 
Ba IN SENATE. ; . sae nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. q 
| ee Sarurpay, February 28, 1857. . nee aye Roster aed ~ 617) to amend the twenty-eighth section of the can 
a , . rit e usua p ’ , act of Congress, approved the 30th of August ] 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev, Sreruen P. Hitt. || residue was referred to the Committee on Print- ‘thed ** As z From I 
The Journal of vesterd dend d. ||; 1842, entitled ‘* An act to provide revenue fr 
, ne ee Tt aes imports, and to change and modify existing laws Ser 
BSROLLED BILLS ERD: | PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. imposing duties on imports, and for other pur- as 
A aoe from the House of Representatives, Mr. TRUMBULL presented a resolution of || poses,”’ prohibiting the importation of obscene pe 
»y Mr. Cuntom, its Clerk, announced that the |! the Legislature of Illinois, in favor of the confirm- || and indecent articles, so as more effectually to ac- 
Speaker had signed the foil lled b te 7. no 
Speaker ha — ' whe oe enrolled bills || ation of the selections made by that State ofswamp || Complish the purposes for which that provis! 7 
and joint reso aes which thereupon received | and overflowed lands, under the act of September || Was enacted, reported it back withoutamendment, I 
the signature - t oer pro tempore: || 28, 1850; which was ordered to lie on the table, | and asked for its immediate consideration. hb of 
An act ze ae ee oe ¢ Boomer the subject having already been disposed of. | __ The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the fre 
An act for oieees of f . ony Devit, late a Mr. STUART presented a petition of A. F. | Whole, to consider the bill. It proposes to pro- 7 
sergeant in the thied artillery, United States || pel) and others, praying for the establishment | hibit the importation of all indecent or obscene a 
Army; ; ve of certain mail routes ‘in Michigan; which was a prints, paintings, lithographs, engrav- ee 
An act for the relief of Lyman N. Cook; referred to the Committee on the Post Office and || ings, images, figures, daguerreotypes, photo- a 
An act for the relief of Commander John L-~|| Post Roads. graphs, and transparencies. No invoice or pack- ; 
Saunders; , . \ age whatever, or any part thereof, in which avy “ 
An act for the relief of Rebecca Smith ; } REPORTS. OF COMMITTERS, _ |, such articles are contained, is to be admitted 0 ’ 
An act for the relief of George Shellinger; | Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- || entry; and all invoices and packages whereof . 
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any such articles shall compose a part, are de- | 
clared to be liable to be proceeded against and | 
forfeited by due course of law, and the articles 
forthwith destroyed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PORT OF DELIVERY AT AUGUSTA. 


Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the House bill (No. 803) 
to establish Augusta, in the State of Georgia, a 
port of delivery, have instructed me to report it 
back and recommend its passage. As it is a 
matter of considerable local interest, I ask the 
Senate to take it up now and pass it. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 


Whole, to consider the bill. It pees to make 
Augusta a port of delivery within the collection 








district of Savannah, and to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a surveyor of customs, to reside at 
the port of Augusta, who is to perform similar 
duties towards, and in connection with, the col- 
lection at the port of entry, as are prescribed for 
surveyors of the ports of Pittsburg, Wheeling, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, and Nashville, 
by the act of Congress approved March 2, 1831, 
entitled ** An act allowing the duties on foreign 
merchandise imported into Pittsburg, Wheeling, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashville, and 
Natchez, to be secured and paid at those places.” 
The duties of the collector at Savannah in refer- 
ence to all foreign merchandise entered for the 
port of Augusta, and to be shipped from Savan- 
nah to Augusta, either by the river or railroad, 
are to be the same as those prescribed for the 
collector at New Orleans in reference to merchan- 
dise entered by an importer, or his agent there, 
for the ports mentioned in the act of 1831. Im- 
pees of foreign merchandise to Augusta may 
»e made through the port of Savannah in the 
same way, and under like instructions, penalties, 
and forfeitures, as by the act of 1831 they are 
allowed to be made to the places mentioned in it 
through the port of New Orleans. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


DAILY RECESS. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move that, for the residue | 
of the session, the Senate take a recess every day | 
from four to six o’clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not to-day. I | 
trust we shall not have a third night session. 

Mr. HUNTER. We are obliged to sit every | 
night now in order to get through. 

Mr. STUART. Iam very willing to agree to 
the proposition of the Senator from Virginia with | 
anamendment that we shall adjourn atteno’clock; 
but as to sitting here all night to hear lengthy 
discussions upon general propositions, I cannot | 
agree to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 
does not see how an amendment of that kind can 
be offered to the proposition of the Senator from 
Virginia. 

Mr. STUART. Then I object to the motion 
for a recess. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved | 
that for the residue of the session, the Senate take | 
& recess—— 

Mr. STUART. That cannot be done except 
by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution 
can be offered. 

Mr. STUART. Not to take a recess. 

Mr. WELLER. It changes the rule of the | 
Senate, and of course requires a day’s notice if 
a single Sengtor objects. The hour of meeting, 
according to the general rule now, iseleven o’clock, 
without any provision for a recess; and you can- | 
not change that rule, if there be an objection, ex- | 
oe after one day’s notice. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
not aware of any rule which prevents the Senate 
from having a recess at its pleasure. 





Mr.STUART. There is objection to its being | 

















made a standing order like this. The motion 
may be made.for a single day, but it cannot be 
made for the residue of the session, if there be 


objection. 
he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


Cntertains no doubt that the resolution is in order; | 
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but if it is desired, he will submit the question of 


order to the Senate. 


Mr. STUART. Then I object to the resolu- || 
tion, and it cannot be considered to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
consider the subject. 

Mr. HUNTER subsequently said: The objec- || 
tion to a recess has been withdrawn, and I hope | 
that the resolution will now be considered. \| 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
by the Senator from Virginia that, for the residue 
of the session, the Senate take a recess from four 
until six o’clock in the afternoon. 

Mr. SEWARD. Allow me to suggest an || 
amendment. 
o’clock. 
will assent to it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I take the usual resolution, || 
which is to have a recess for two hours. 

Several Senators. Then say from half past |) 
four until half past six o’elock. 

Mr. HUNTER. If that suits gentlemen bet- 
ter, | am willing to agree to it. I move that the 
Senate take a recess daily, from half past four 
o’clock until half past six o’clock. 

Mr. RUSK. I will make another suggestion. 
There are but two days of the session after to-day, 
and there are seven appropriation bills behind. I 
do not know when the appropriation bills have | 
been so far behind—certainly never before during 


my service here. If we go on taking up bills in | 


_ tle Creek to Camp 
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the completion of military roads in Oregon Ter- 
ritory. It proposes to appropriate $10,000 for 
the completion of the road from Astoria to Saiem; 
$30,000 for the completion of the road from Myr- 
tewart; and $30,000 for the 
completion of the road from Myrtle Creek to 
Scottsburg. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


HARBOR OF DUBUQUE. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of lowa, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to consider the following resolution, 


It is moved PS time, and passed. 


We cannot all get here at six || Submitted’by him on the 26th instant, and it was 
If the Senator will say half past six I || agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate the reports recently made by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Stephen Long and Captain W. R. Palmer, 
of the United States Army, touching the continuation of the 
improvement of the harbor of Dubuque. 


JOHN SHAW. 


On motion of Mr. DODGE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill (IZ. R. No. 657) for the relief of John 
Shaw, a spy in the war of 1812. It directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to John Shaw, 
of Wisconsin, $3,000, in full for his extraordinary 
services as a scout and spy on the Upper Missis- 
| sippi frontier, in the war of 1812. 
| "Fhe memorialist, during the war of 1812, re- 


the morning, and consuming time, we shall be || ceived from Governor Howard, of the Territory 


driven, not into a defeat of the appropriation bills, 
but to very hurried legislation, which always 
results badly. I suggest that we meet at nine 
o’clock on Monday morning. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then what time will the Fi- 
nance Committee have for the consideration of 
the appropriation bills? I am willing to agree to 
that suggestion if the Senator will say ten o’clock. 
We cannot get here at nine o’clock. 

Mr. RUSK. I will say ten o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first prop- 
osition is, that for the residue of the session, the 
Senate take a recess from half past four until half 
past six o’clock, p. m. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I now make a motion to meet at 
ten o’clock on Monday morning. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I hope that hour will 
not be fixed for meeting on Monday morning. 
Let it be for Tuesday morning. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have only two days left. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Very well. 

The motion was agreed to. 


COMPENSATION OF A MESSENGER. 


Mr. FISH. I desire to offer a resolution; and 
I will barely state in explanation, as I shall ask 
the Senate to consider it at once, that there are 
now two messengers employed in the office of the 
Secretary, one of whom will be remembered by 
the older Senators here as formerly a page, and 
avery estimable and excellent one he was. When 
he was appointed a messenger, he was appointed 
at a lower salary in consequence of his youth. 
He is now discharging the same class of duties 
as the other messenger receiving a higher salary. 
The resolution proposes to put him, in regard to 
pay, on the same footing with the other. I hope 
there will be no objection to it. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be paid to William H. Rohrer, a 
messenger in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, the 
same compensation as is allowed to the other messenger in 
said office, to commence with the clese of the first session 
of the present Congress. 

Mr. BIGGS. I took occasion to object to the 
organization of the employés of the Senate at the 
last session, and to a report which was made 
which seemed to me to be an improper one. It 


|| was said, however, to have been settled by a de- 


cision of the Senate upon mature deliberation by 
a committee of the body; and now we propose to 
change that on all occasions by a simple resolu- 
tion. I object to it, 

Mr. FISH. I move that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee to Audit and Control the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ROADS IN OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, toconsider 


| of Missouri, an appointment to act as scout or 
spy ‘pon the movements of the enemy, which 
consisted of Indians and a portion of the British 
| forces, upon the Mississippi frontier, from near 
above St. Louis, upon both sides of the river, for 
a distance of two hundred and fifty miles. The 
object of this service was to keep the companies 
| of mounted rangers, ordered by the United States 
Government to various points on the frontier, 
constantly posted as to the various movements 
of the hostile Indians. The memorialist was 
selected for this duty on account of his great skill 
as a hunter having made him more familiar with 
the wilds than any other man in that country, 
and possessed him with powers of endurance 
aie were invaluable for such a service, as also 
because he was thoroughly acquainted with the 
Indians, their manners and customs. The dis- 
charge of this duty involved great labor, immense 
risks, and excessive fatigue. It lasted for nearly 
three years—from the summer of 1812 to the 
spring of 1815—during which time he performed 
some of the most heroic deeds of daring and ex- 
traordinary services that could well be conceived. 
His life was in constant danger. At times, there 
being no ferry-boats, he was compelled to swim 
his horse after his canoe in order that he might 
ride him across the small streams. At other 
times he would travel overland to various settle- 
ments in Illinois and Missouri, to discover war 
parties who were constantly committing depre- 
dations. Conveying information of their where- 
abouts to the troops, he would invariably accom- 
pany the detachment which went in their pursuit, 
and take a hand in any engagement which might 
ensue. At one time he accompanied a squadron 
as a spy as far up as Rock Island. 

The memorialist stands high in Wisconsin, the 
State of his present residence. Its Legislature 
has passed resolutions memorializing Congress to 
grant him some relief. The history of the State 
makes honorable mention of him as an early 
pioneer of its greatness, The Historical Society 
of the State petition for his relief. In fact, the 
strongest evidences are afforded not only of the 
value of his services, but of his great merit as ope 
of the first settlers of the West. 

He never was paid a cent for his services as a 
scout and spy, or for any of the extraordinary 
duties which he performed, and which were the 
anton of special appointment. Besides this, he 
makes oath that he spent out of his own pocket 
$1,700 for horses, arms, ammunition, &c., not 
one cent of which was ever reimbursed him. He 
relied upon the Governor of Missouri, who ap- 
pointed him, to obtain him such a consideration 
as what he had done was worth; for the Governor 
had promised him that when he could acquaint 
the Department at Washington with the facts, 
and the estimate which he placed upon the 
memorialist’s service, the Government would 





the bill (H. R. No. 2) making appropriations for || immediately compensate him. Butunfortunately 
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the Governor died bef ore he could fulfill his prom- 
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rin his annual report stated that he 


| of the Interio 


ise, and the memorialist has to this day remained | thought there ought to be a reduction of at least 


unpaid. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third me, and passed. 


WHITEMARSH B. SEABROOK AND OTHERS. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the | 
Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, || 
to consider the bill (H.R. No. 527) for the relief 


of Whitemarsh B. Seabrook and others. It pro- 
poses to direct the seereiary of War to examine 
and settle, upon the principles of equyy and jus- 
tice, the claim of Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, Wil- 


liam C, Meggett, Benjamin Bailey, W. E. Wood, | 


Edward Mitchell, Joseph J. Murray, Charles 


Townsend, John Patterson, Wiliam R. Hart, | 


Joseph Jenkins, Edward Bailey, a Sea- 
brook, Cato A. Beckett, Benjamin 8. Whaley, 
Jsanc Auld, John Ailcock, James B. Adams, 


William Beckett, Edward Beckett, James Beck- 
ett, William G, Baynard,John Baynard, Ephraim | 


Baynard, Charles Bailey, Henry Bailey, Francis 
Bowler, Henry Calder, James Clark, Sr., Robert 
Chisholm, Gabriel Crawford, William Clement, 
James Dignan, Thomas Dunmire, William Ed- 
ings, George W. Freeman, Barney Gilbert, Wil- 
liam Hannahan, Jr., Henry J. Jones, Christopher 
Jenkins, Benjamin W. Jenkins, Robert 8. Jen- 
kins, Daniel Lowry, Robert Mason, Ephraim 


Mikell, John C. Mikell, Josiah Mikell, John | 


Mikell, Sr., John Raven Matthews, Isaac C. 


Moses, Mungo Mackay, John McDougall, Rob- | 
ert McLeod, John C. Pillans, Robert Pillans, | 


John Patueson, William Seabrook, Gabriel Sea- 
brook, Joseph A. Seabrook, Andrew Seabrook, 


Lewis Strobell, James Swinton, Christian Staley, | 
Daniel Shandley, Andrew E. Thayer, Daniel | 


‘Townsend, Thomas ‘Tompson, George M. Tow- 
ers, Edward Whaley, Joseph Whaley, William 
Wilkinson, Christopher Wi sacle, aloventi Wil- 
kinson, Thomas Wescoat, William J. Wescoat, 
Randall Wescoat, Walley Meggett, Mingoe Craw- 
ford, and Joseph Beamer, they being the officers, 
musicians, and privates composing the Edisto 


the war of 1812; and allow to those named, who 
are living, and the heirs of those deceased, the 
amount of pay and allowances to which each of 
them would have been entitled, according to their 


respective positions, under the regulations of the || 


service at that time, for such length of time as 
’ > 


ae shall each of them be proved to have served | 


in defense of the island during the war; and allow 
them just and reasonable compensation for the 
material and labor which shall be proved to have 
been expended by them in the erection of two 
fortifications on that island, for the purposes of 
defeuse in the war. 


body before this bill, to establish a a gen- 
| 
| 


|| four of the surveyors general in the United States. 
| I wish simply to state this to show that there 1s 
| ground for strong opposition to the bill, that there 
| is no necessity for the establishment of the office, 
and that it will lead to great discussion 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope the Senator will not 
touch on the merits of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Have I not the floor? 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Iowa has the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 do not know how I lost it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
made his motion. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Lean be heard after the 
|, Senator from Arkansas. He may go on. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I shall not go into the sub- 
ject. The Senator from Lowa well knows my 
yegard for him. I cannot be got into any feeling 
| in regard to this bill; but 1 am anxious that this 
matter should be considered. It does not affect 
the Senator’s State, but only takes away a part 
of the patronage fromhisState. His State, surely, 
is not entitled to the patronage of Minnesota. I 
ask the Senate to take up the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. [object to taking it up. 
There are a great many bills before the Senate 
| unanimously reported from committees—from m 
own committee an ¢mmense number—to whic 
there are no objections; and yet Senators come 
here and implore the Sénate to take up other 
|| bills that cannot be passed without much debate. 
Here is a bill which my friend knows is to be 
resisted, not only by my colleague and myself, 
| but by several other Senators. If he does not 
| know it, 1 do. The Committee on Public Lands 
have had before them a bill, which has passed the 
Elouse of Representatives also, and passed that 





_eral’s office for Nebraska, a Territory which has 
three hundred thousand square miles of unsur- 
| veyed land in it. Almost the whole of the land 
of that Territory is unsurveyed; and yet they do 
not ask for the consideration of that bill. Why 


|| not take up that bill, establishing a surveyor gen- 
Island company of militia, in South Carolina, in | 


eral’s office in Nebraska—to which there is no 


|, objection—instead of taking up the bill which my 


} 
j 


friend from Arkansas (for 1 esteem him as a dear 
friend) desires to have taken up. I hope the 

| Senate will not take it up. 
Mr. SEWARD. I hope this bill will not be 
| taken up. ‘The motion seems to be objectionable 
onall the grounds upon which we act. We desire, 
/, at this stage of the session, to take up bills which 
we can pass, and therefore to take up those which 
are unopposed as far as possible. Then there is 
a matter of courtesy involved. There might be 
a reason for taking up a bill which the represent- 
| atives of the State to be affected by it desired to 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || be passed; but it is a newstate of things when a 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 


third ume, and passed. 


SURVEYOR GENBRAL IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Lam sure I trouble the Senate 
very little with requests; but I wish to ask them 
now to take up the bill (A. R. No. 644) to create 
the office of surveyor general of public lands in 
Minnesota Territory. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator consent, 
when the morning hour is over at one o’clock, to 
let this bill he over? 

Mr. JOHNSON. This bill is reported by the 
Committee on Public Lands unanimously. It is 


unquestionably a measure that ought to be passed; | 


but as itis adverse to the will of the represent- 
adives of an adjoining State to whom my personal 
feelings of attachment are well known, that cir- 
cumstance would seem to make it imperative on 
our sense of right to take up that bill at once, and 
consider it. I know it will be resisted. 


Mr. HUNTER. All [ ask is that at one. 


o'clock we shall go on with the appropriation 
bills. 


will not take up this bill. Tunderstand something 
of the manner in which it was passed through the 


House of Representatives, and how it has been | 


reported here. I know, [ think, if I know any- 
thing in the world, that this bill ought not to be 
passed at all; and I know that if I ever intend to 
oppose any bill whilst I am in the Senate, I shail 
oppose the passage of this one. The Seeretary 


bill is to be taken up because the Senators from 
|| the State are opposed to it. However, I know 
| nothing about the merits of this bill, and care 
| nothing about them; but, for the purpose of seeing 
|| whether we are going into this kind of dispute, 
| or whether we will take some other business—and 

certainly I have some upon which the committee 

isagreed, and which [ hope nobody will oppose— 
|, among which is a bill to secure life and security 

on board of vessels propelled by steam, and sev- 
eral other rédortn liste to lay this motion on 
the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I should be very glad to have 
the vote on the question of taking up this bill. It 
is made my duty by the committee to urge it, and 
| they are absolutely unanimous in regard to the 

subject. If L did not believe conscientiously it 

was what it ought to be, I would not urge it, [ 
hope the Senate will give us the vote whether or 
not they will take it up. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have moved to lay that mo- 
| tion on the table. 
| Mr. STUART. I suppose it is notin order to 


| move to lay on the table a motion to take upa 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. T hope the Senate | 


bill. 
| The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair so 
| considers it, 

Mr. STUART. The Senator from New York 
|| certainly never was more, mistaken in his life than 
| he seems to be in this instance, from the state- 
|ment he has made. He says this is a proposi- 
tion to take up a bill objected to by the Senators 
interested in it. Now, sir, the Senators of the 
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State of Iowa really have no more interest in this 
bill than in a proposition to establish a surveyor 
general’s office in California. 

Mr. JOHNSON. | rise toa point of order, | 
wish to suggest whether it is appropriate, on this 
motion to take up the bill, to go into a discussion 
of its merits ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
considers that there is a very broad field for qe. 
bate on a motion to take up a bill. 

Mr. STUART. I was only going to state, 
single fact in reply to the remarkable statement 
of the Senator from New York, aed uot to debate 
the question. The bill is to establish a surveyor 
general’s office in the Territory of Minnesota, 
with which lowa has no more to do than ap 
other State in this Union. The Senator from 
New York is altogether mistaken, therefore, when 
he says the propositfon is to take up a bill for the 
benefit of a State to which the Senators from that 
State are opposed. The public interests require it, 
The Committee on Publie Lands of both Houses 
have examined this subject, with more care, I yen- 
ture to say—it is so in regard to the commities 
of this body, certainly—than any other measure 
which has been before them at this session. They 
have heard the Senators from Lowa; and after get. 
ting all the information they could on the subject, 
they have unanimously decided that the public 
interests imperatively demand that this office 
should be established. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish that we could take 
up this morning a privileged question. The Sen- 
ate will remember that the Judiciary Committee 
have reported a resolution in regard to the seat of 
one of the Senators from Indiana, [Mr. Fircu,) 
and it is important that that resolution should be 
acted upon. I believe it has precedence as a4 
privileged question, and I desire that it may be 
taken up this morning. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
must first be put on the motion of the Senator 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Has not this resolution 
precedence as a question of privilege ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
would not so decide; but there is a pending ques- 
tion, and until that is disposed of no other ques- 
tion can take its place. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 1 wish to correct two 
mistakes into which the Senator from Michigan 
has fallen. He says this bill does not affect the 
State of lowa. Why, sir, the surveyor general’s 
district is now composed of Wisconsin, Lowa, 
and Minnesota. Will not anybody see, there- 
fore, that it does affect lowa? The office is lo- 
cated in the State of Lowa, at Dubuque, where | 
reside. It was located there in 1838 by my own 
act, as Delegate from the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, out of the Territory in which I then resided, 
and placed in the Territory of lowa, at the spot 
which I believed would most accommodate the 
people of the whole district. The office belongs 
to Iowa, if it belongs to any country in the world. 
This bill proposes to take away from this district 
nearly all the lands which remain to be surveyed, 
and which are more accessible, in my opimion, 
to the office at Dubuque than any other point 
named, unless it be outside of the proposed State 
of Minnesota, and place them in a new district. 
I understand that my colleague desires to say 
something on this subject, and I give way to hin. 

Mr. HARLAN. r. President—— 

se ALLEN. I move to lay the bill on the 
table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not be- 
fore the Senate. The question is on taking !! 


up. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire now to say simply 
that I shall feel it to be a duty I ope to the State 
of lowa to resist the passage of this bill by the 
use of every means within my poe that may be 
regarded as honorable and right. I shall do s0, 
however, on public grounds alone, and not be- 
cause lowa may be supposed to be locally iter 
ested in the deteat of the measure. 

This surveyor general’s district is now com: 
posed of the States of Wisconsin and Iowa, with 
the Territory of Minnesota. It will be an easy 
matter, as I think, for my colleague and myse!! 
to show that the public interests do not requir? 
the creation of a new surveyor general's office, °F 
the removal of the present office from the tow? 
of Dubuque to any other point at the preset 
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dese: I desire, therefore, to give notice in advance 
that we shall esteem it to be our duty to resist 
the passage of the bill by the use of every hon- | 








i 
: ithi or, This will ae 
orable means within our pow Cr.» iis Will neces- | 


carily occupy the time of the Senate—perhaps 
more of the time of the Senate than other Sena- 
tors may be disposed to appropriate to this dis- | 
cussion. Nevertheless, for one, I shali feel it to | 
be my duty to use the time of the Senate for that 
purpose: and T state so frankly in advance. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope, after that threat, the 
Senate will take up this bill and pass it. Never 
since | have sat here as a member, have I heard 
the Senate attempted to be overawed and prevented 
from doing business by any such declaration as 
that of the Senator (Mr. Harnan] to the Senate. 
On a mere question of the removal of a land office 
to a Territory which has no Senators, for the 

urpose of keeping the surveyor general’s office 
in his own State, in which nearly all the lands are 
surveyed, he says that he will take up the time of 
the country. I trust that the Senate, in self-re- | 
spect, will not hesitate one moment in taking up | 
the bill and voting onit. Let us not be overawed | 
or intimidated by any such threats as these. 

Mr. HARLAN. I understand full well the 
intention of the Senator from Georgia, by the 
remarks he has made. I did not intend’a single 
remark made by me to be interpreted as he has 
interpreted it. I intend to use the time of the 
Senate honorably, for the purp6se of showing 
that the public interests do not require the passage 
of this bill. I have made this declaration, not for 
the purpose of overawing any member of the 
Senate, but I esteemed it to be my duty as ene of 
the representatives of the State of Iowa todo so; 
and in frankness I regard it as my duty thus to | 
state in advance, not for the purpose of overawing | 
the Senator from Georgia or any other Senator, 
but for the purpose of giving notice, in advance, | 
of what I regard to be my duty in the case now 
pending. | 

Mr. JOHNSON. I ask for the yeas and nays | 
on my motion. 

| 
| 





The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Before the vote is taken, 
I wish to remark that there are a great many bills | 
reported from the Committees on Public Cneity | 
and on Territories, for the benefit of other Terri- 
tories, as well as for the benefit of this Territory, 
which are not thought of. I desire to know wh 


my friend desires to bring up a bill which he || 


knew in advance was to create debate—which he | 
knew I could not remain here silent and allow to | 
pass without resistance ? 

The gentleman from Michigan said it would | 
not affect my State. As I before observed, the 
office is located at Dubuque, in the State of Lowa. 
The lands in portions of Minnesota Territory are | 





are in Wisconsin and western Iowa. ‘There is a 
small portion of unsurveyed lands to the west of | 
the State of Iowa, in the western portion of the 
ae of Minnesota, which are more easily 
accessible to the office at Dubuque, than to any 
portion of Minnesota Territory which is inhab- 
ited and organized; and therefore the office ought 
to remain where itis. I hope the bill will not be 
taken up. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas ]8, nays 30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Bright, Cass, Clay, Douglas, Fitch, 
Foot, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, 
Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—18. 

NAY S—Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 
Tennessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Brodhead, Brown, 
Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Foster, 


further advanced in the way of survey than they | 








Geyer, Green, Gwin, Harlan, Houston, 


Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Trum- 
bull, and Wade—30. 


So the Senate refused to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill. 


PAY OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 


Mr.CRITTENDEN. I wish the Senate would 
permit to be taken up and acted on the joint res- 
olution which passed the House of Representa- 
tives more than two months ago, to decide the 
question of the pay to which the lieutenant gen- 
eral is entitled. move to take it up. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
1s on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky, 
that the Senate proceed to consider the joint res- 
olution (No. 31) explanatory of the joint resolu- 


unter, Iverson, | 
Jones of fowa, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, | 








| 
| 


| 


THE 














tion authorizing the President of the United States | The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
to confer the title of lieutenant general by brevet, 
approved February 15, 1855. 


fr. HUNTER. Will the Senator agree to lay 
it aside at one o’clock for the appropriation bills? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Senate can decide 
that. 

Mr. CLAY. I trust this bill will not be taken 
up. It will necessarily lead to debate. 
a conflict between the report of the House and 
that of the Senate committee. 
mittee report amendments which are very mate- 


rial—which diminish the pay proposed to be given | 
f we | 
| 


to General Scott by the bill of the House. 
take that bill up, it must defer matter of more 
importance; and at this time I do not see any 


necessity for pressing it, inasmuch as we have | 


passed a bill within the past week which raises 


the compensation of General Scott about two 


thousand dollars, and inasmuch as, under the con- 
struction given by the President tothe resolution 


of February, 1855, the pay of General Scott for || 


arrears due him has amounted to upwards of 
twelve thousand dollars; and inasmuch as at pres- 
ent he will receive, under the construction of that 
resolution by the President, more than ten thou- 


sand dollars per annum —a larger amount than | 
any officer of the Government, except the Presi- | 
dent himself. As there are private claimants here | 


who are necessitous, and have received nothing, 
I do not see any occasion for giving this bill pre- 
cedence. Besides, if we permit the appropriation 
bills fo be acted on, and sent back to the House 
of Representatives for their concurrence in the 
amendments of the Senate, during the last day 
of the session, we can take up private bills, and 
act upon them. 
to the Senator from Kentucky that he will much 
more probably get action on this subject if he will 
let us take to-day to dispose of some of the ap- 
propriation bills; and then, while the other House 


1s acting on those appropriation bills, take this | 


billup. Now, according to its order, it will come 
up about fifth among the private bills, if we take 
them up regularly. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to say a word in reply 
to amost remarkable statement of the Senator 
from Iowa, {Mr. Jones,] in respect to the treat- 
ment received at the hands of my committee of 
other bills regarding Territories. It is known 
that I have notonly been endeavoring, but almost 
to the displeasure of several members of the Sen- 
ate, for the last week to get up those bills; and I 
have been struggling for the floor since I came 
into the Senate this morning, to enable me to get 
up some bills establishing land offices in Kansas 
and Nebraska, and have been utterly unable to 
obtain the floor. I think that when under these 


circumstances the Senator sees fit to assume to | 


say that other measures about which there is no 
dispute, and which are of great necessity, are re- 
ceiving no attention at the hands of the Committee 
on Public Lands, he should be very well advised 
before he undertakes to make the statement. 


Those bills are important; and I have only re- | 
cited what is the real history of the action of the | 
committee on this subject; but we have been un- | 


able to geta hearing. Certainly that is not the 
fault of the committee. The Senate has occupied 
itself with action on such business as it thought 


necessary to transact, and of that the committee | 


has no right to complain; but if energy and ap- 
plication on the part of the members of the com- 
mittee would have succeeded in getting this other 
business before the Senate, it would have been 
done. Now, at the moment the Chair assigned 
the floor to the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
I was endeavoring to obtain the floor; and if the 


motion does not succeed to take up this bill, I | 
shall ask the Senate this morning (and I think it | 


ought to be done) to take up the bills about which 
there is no dispute establishing land offices in the 
Territories, so that the maps and necessary pa- 
pers can be sent to them, and the public interests 
of the country be advanced. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the motion. If we are going to consider 
private business, let us take it in its order.: 
Several Senators. No yeas and nays on this. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
and nays esked for? 


Mr. SEWARD. | ask for them. 





There is | 


The Senate com- | 


[ therefore respectfully suggest | 


Are the yeas | 
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| taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 22; as follows: 

|; WEAS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Ten- 

|} nessee, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Cass, Collamer, Critten- 

; den, Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Geyer, 
Harlan, James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, 

|| Nourse, Pratt, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson 

|| of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, and Weller—27. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Biggs, Brodhead, Browa, 
Clay, Evans, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Houston, Hunter, 

| Iverson, Jobnson, Mallory, Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Sebastian, 

| Slidell, Stuart, and ‘Trambul!l—2. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
|| proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the House joint resolution ee of 
the joint resolution ** authorizing the President of 
the United States to confer the title of lieutenant 
general by brevet,’’ approved February 15, 1895. 
As passed by the House of Representatives, it is 
| as follows: 


| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
i) the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘Shas 
|| the joint resolution, approved February 15, 1855, ** author- 
|| izing the President of the United States to conter the title 
|| of lieutenant general by brevet,’’ shall be so construed, 
} from and after March 29, 1847, in favor of the brevet lieu- 
| tenant general appointed under the said act, while exercis- 
|| ing command according to that rank, as to entitle him to 
|} the pay, allowances, and staff specified in the fifth section 
1} of the act approved May 28, 1798, ** authorizing the Presi- 
|| dent to raise « provisional army,” and also the allowances 
I} described in the sixth section of the act approved August 
|| 23, 1842, * granting additional rations to certain officers :”’ 
|| Provided, however, and it is hereby declared, That the brevet 
| lieutenant general shall not, except in time of war, be en- 
| titled to more than two aids and one secretary. 

|| The Committee on Military Affairs reported it 
|| with anamendment, to strike out all after ** March 
| 29, 1847,’’ and insert: 

As to entitle the lieutenant general appointed under said 
act, to the following pay and allowances, viz: pay, 3250 per 
|| month, forty rations per day, and 350 per month tor forage, 
| and four servants, or commutation therefor at $75 per 
|| month. 


|| Mr. WELLER. [simply desire to state what 
will be the effect of the amendment. [By the act 
of 1798, creating the office of brevet leutenant 
general, all the aids who were attached to his 
staff were entitled to the rank, pay, and emolu- 
| ments of lieutenant colonel. ‘This joint resolu- 

tion as it passed the House of Representatives 

gives to the aids of General Scott the pay and 

emoluments of a lieutenant colonel in the Army, 
| extending back to the year 1847. One of his 
aids under it will be entitled to $2,520 on hand, 
and for the future, of course, to the pay, rank, and 
emoluments of a lieutenant colonel. That po- 
sition has been filled by several officers since the 
year 1847, and they would be entitled to $7,880, 
| under the resolutionas itstands. ‘This the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs regarded as a most un- 
just and iniquitous demand. While the Senate 
| was conferring additional rank and honors on 
General Scott, they never supposed that those 
who were in his staff would come here, and ask 
| for the pay and emoluments of lieutenant colonels 
| from the year 1847. I am sure it was only the 
|| intention of Congress to give additional honor to 
General Scott, and, if necessary, to increase his 
salary, but they never supposed that his aids 
| would come in and claim pay as lieutenant colo- 
| nels for ten years. 

[ will state the other amendment. I need not 
say that a difficulty has grown up between Gen- 
eral Scott and the War Department upon this 
question. The correspondence discloses that 
fact. The President of the United States over- 
|| ruled the decision of the Secretary of War, and 
| made additional allowances to General Scott. 
|| The joint resolution as it passed the House of 
|| Representatives would give to General Scott 
| $32,500 back pay to the Ist of March next, and 
make his pay and emoluments, including fuel and 
quarters, $15,000 a year henceforth. If the 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs be adopted, which is now the pend- 
| ing question, his pay hereafter, taking the ration 
at thirty cents, at which it has been fixed during 
| the present session, will be $10,542, including 
| fuel and quarters. The Committee on Military 
| Affairs deemed this to be a fair, just, and liberal 
| allowance to a man who has rendered the most 
| distinguished services to his country. ; 
| I say, then, that the joint resolution without 
| amendment will make the pay of the leutevant 
| general a fraction less than $15,000. If the 
amendment proposed by the committee be adopted, 
it will make his pay $10,500, including every- 
| thing; but unless you do amend it, the aids who 
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belong to his staff will not only draw the back | 


pay of leutenant colonels for ten years past, but 
will drawthe pay and emoluments of a lieutenant 
colonel henceforth, 
these two aids the pay and emoluments affixed to 


the aids of a major general in the Army. 
Certainly it 18 too late in the session to enter 
into a discussion. I have felt it to be my duty 


to show what is the effect of the joint resolution || 
unamended, and show you the compensation we || 
propose by the amendment. I shall offer an | 
amendment to the amendment now pending, in | 
order to obviate all difficulties, which makes pro- | 
vision for the staff of the lieutenant general. If | 
the amendment proposed by the Committee on | 
Military Affairs be adopted, it will give to General 
Scott in hand $3,120, and make his pay in future 
$10,500, including everything. The amendment 
which [| propose to the amendment is to add at | 

| 

| 


the end of the resolution: 


And the staff of the said brevet lieutenant general shall 
hereafter consist of two aids only, who shall have the same 
rank, pay, and emoluments as the staff of a major general, 


Mr. STUART. I am not going to take any || 
time in the discussion of this matter; but when I | 
undertook on a former occasion to state what was 
the opinion expressed by the gentleman who in- 
troduced this subject in the Senate at a former | 
day, the honorable Senator from Louisiana [Mr. | 
Bensamuy] read from the debates of that day, and 
stated with great confidence that I was mistaken. 
The honorable Senator did not see the portion of 
the debate to which I alluded. The question arose 
whether this brevet rank which was proposed to 
be given to General Scott by the resolution of 
Congress, would give to him additional pay. The 
gentleman who was then chairman of the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs, General Shields, of | 
Iilinois, stated that it would not do so unless the | 
President assigned him to his brevet command; | 
but that if there should ever be an occasion for | 
assigning him to his brevet command, then, and 
then only, would he get the increased pay. Here 
is what he said. | 

| 








The question was asked by Mr. Pettit, of In- 
diana, ‘* Will this rank confer greater emolu- 
ments, or greater pay, on General Scott?’’ 

Mr. Shields replied: 

‘* That is a matter within the discretion of the President | 
of the United States. No brevet confers pay of itself. It 


is merely intended as a high honorary military compliment | 
for gallant services. But if the President of the United | 
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We propose to allow to | 


' He desires to be informed of the fact. 





States assigns a man to a command proportioned to his 
brevet rank, then he is entitled to pay according to rank, 
and in no other case; so that it will depend upon the Pres- 
ident of the United States.’’— Congressional Globe, first ses- 
sion Thirty. Fourth Congress, part 1, page 82. 





That was the statement made by the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs of the Sen- 
ate, under which the Senate acted in conferring | 
this rank; but it is scarcely done before a ques- 
tion is sprung up as to whether it does not give 
him pay from the time the brevet took effect. | 
That has been disposed of by the executive de- 
partment; and now this proposition calls on Con- 
gress to do what it was expressly stated by the 
chairman of the committee who introduced the 
subject here the brevet rank would not do. The 
debate passed off the other day so that I had not 
an opportunity of replying to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Louisiana; but there can be now no 
dispute about the fact; so that any action the 
Senate may take now will be entirely new action 
without reference to that, because it is clear the | 





Senate did not intend to confer any additional | 
pay, except in the exigency alluded to by the | 
Senator introducing the subject. I rose oly for 


the purpose of maintaining the statement I made 
the other day, and maintaining it from the record. 
Having accomplished that, I have no further de- 
sire to participate in the debate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly, sir, I shall 
set no example for a protracted debate on this 
subject. lam perfectly content that the Senate 
shall take the vote now. I only want the decision 
of the Senate of the United States upon the ques- 
tion. The honorable Senator from California has | 
thought proper, on this occasion, to say that this 
demand of General Scott was an iniquitous one. 

Mr. WELLER. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
I could not have said anything of the sort. | said 
that the attempt of the aids to go back and claim | 
the back pay of lieutenant colonels from 1847, | 
under the joint resolution passed two years ago, | 
Was iniquitous. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
rected. I have very few remarks to make upon 
the subject. 


The gentleman from Michigan alleges that one || 
construction is now attempted to be put on the || 


bill, and another was put before it was passed. 
llere, 
verhaps, is the best evidence on that question—a 
Lecase from General Scott: 

“ The Senate certainly had notice that the resolution was 
intended, and was expected to confer additional emolu- 
ments. The announcement seems to have induced Mr. 
Pettit, who evidently doubted the propriety of creating or 
reviving the rank, to abstain from giving an adverse vote.”’ 


The whole letter goes on to show that the Sen- 
ate had notice. I presume the Senate had notice. 
Everybody else here had notice. Though not 


| having the honor of a seat here, or in the other 


House of Congress, I was here at the time, and 


| 1 know the universal understanding out of the 


Senate was, that it was to confer additional com- 
pensation on General Scott. If the Senate did 


| not know it or understand it, they knew less than 


anybody else did. That far I can state the fact, 
and that was understood to be one of the motives 


| for adopting it. 


Here was a conquering general returning from 
a glorious campaign. The country felt grateful 
to him, and proud of his services. Was it un- 
natural to desire to compensate him? His infe- 
riors had received promotion; his inferiors had 
received increased honors time and again, many 
of them as many as two or three brevets, or two 
or three promotions for gallant services, and with 
those promotions increased pay. Why should 
it be withheld from the general? Did it become 
us to receive a conquering and triumphant gen- 
eral, returning to his country, without some evi- 
dence of our appreciation of his services? If he 
had been consul, and returned from such a cam- 
paign to Rome, he would have had a triumph in 
the city. If he had served a European country 


| as he has served us, what would have been his 


reward? 

What have we given him? The Senator from 
California says in ten years—for his brevet I be- 
lieve dates back to the taking of Vera Cruz, ten 
years ago—by the authority given to the Presi- 
dent himself, who ante-dated his commission, his 
poaigivon'd amount to $32,500 in addition to what 

e has received, according to the construction 
of the House of Representatives. Is that an ex- 
orbitant sum—$32,500 of addition accruing during 
a period of ten years? Is it not a cheap price for 
such services? Is it not a cheap rate at which 
to exhibit the generosity and patriotism of the 
Congress of the United States? I think so. 

This resolution proposes to govern General 
Scott’s compensation by the laws existing at the 
time the increased rank was given—the acts of 
1797 and 1798—and another act making certain 
allowances. These were preéxisting laws. This 
resolution does not pretend to determine what is 
the result, and what the amount of these compen- 
sations and allowances are, according to those 
acts, but gives him the compensation previously 
provided by law for his rank. Is not that just 
and right? Are we to stand now, I submit to you, 
sir—I submit it to my honorable friends who are 
adverse to this bill, ought we to stand chaffering 
at the counter with such a general and such a 
public servant as Scott has been? Ought we to 
stand chaffering with him about a few dollars 
under an act designed as a bounty? Let us re- 
spond tothe grateful national spirit which dictated 
the passage of the original resolution, and to what 
will it lead us? Not to a nice exactness of ac- 
counting with him. I would say to General Scott, 
‘* Here, sir, are the laws; you area great national 
man; Congress has conferred on you this grate- 
ful honor; we have no case exactly in point in 
the public offices here, but, General Scott, make 
out your account, and we will not stand chaffer- 
ing with the conqueror of Mexico about the 
difference of a few dollars in our respective ac- 
counts.’? There is no gentleman here who, in 
his private transactions in a case assimilated to 
the present, would not do that very thing. Why, 
then, should we not do it here? for the nation is 
more bountiful than we can afford to be, and more 
generous, and ought to stamp on history the ap- 
preciation she entertains of these great national 
services. 

General Scott, during the Mexican war, was 


! 
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I am glad to be cor- | almost the only officer who distinguished himself 


that has not received honors and rewards, pecu- 
niary as well as professional. He had non 
but the reward, of being stricken down in the 
midst of his labors, and brought before some 


om, brigadiers—our present Attorney Genera) 


eing one of those young brigadiers—to have his 
conduct inquired into; whether he had conducted 
skillfully and well the campaign which had re. 
sulted so came) Congress are repairing || 
these wrongs; but I do not wish to bring up thei, 
investigation at all; | wish to see whether we are 


-not disposed to extend the $32,500, and be satis. 


fied that it is no more than right, 

Let my honorable friend from California, who 
thinks this is a large sum, compute and compare it 
with the compensation which we give here W, 
oe ae a year to the Postmaster General. 
$8,000 a year to every Cabinet officer. We give 
to the honorable Senator from California himself 
if I understand the compensation bill, more than 
thirty-two thousand five hundred dollars for his 
services here for the last six years. If you carry 
it back to ten years, it would be a very great deal 
more than that. The services rendered by hon- 
orable members of Congress may be an unapt 
subject to which to apply this sort of comparison; 
but however great and beneficial to his countr 
may be the service of a gentleman here in sitting 
on one of these cushions, and voting his yea and 
his nay, and expounding questions before us, 
there is no danger in it. It is all peaceful; it is 
all honor; it is all a species of repose at last; and 
the service of those who enjoy this high dignity, 
and high peewneses and great power, is compen- 
sated, and more money actually paid without 
question, than ten years’ pay of Scott, making 
$32,500 for such a campaign as his. 

Sir, I think it is the policy of this country to 
compensate great and acknowledged public ser- 
vices liberally—not merely as an individual com- 

ensation—not merely as a gratification to the 
individual, but as sealed to encourage and 
nurse up a brave national spirit. Perhaps noth- 
ing in our history has more increased our repute- 
tion as a nation abroad, and more gratified our 
pride at home, than the Mexican war and the 
achievements of Scott, the soldier of this age. 
There is not living now, in Europe or America, 
a man of higher professional reputation than Gen- 
eral Scott—a man fit to have been a Roman con- 


| sul, fit to have stood by Cesar’s side in battle— 


aman who has added to our country’s honor and 
our country’s glory, and made our name in war 
bright and glorious before the eyes of all the 
world. 

I do not intend to elaborate. I know that these 
sentiments are as strongly entertained by some 
of my friends on the other side who opposed the 
resolution as by myself. I know that in other 
respects, taking a different view of this matter 
from myself, calculating according to former laws 
exactly, they think his pay ae not amount to 
so much. It is right we should go by the law; 
but we are the law-makers; and it is because of 
difficulty arising in the construction of former 
laws that the House of Representatives has passed 
and sent to us this bill, which is in the nature of 
a declaratory one, declaring not what the previous 
laws meani, but what they shall be understood to 
mean—that is all. We have a right to do it; and 
our interpretation of them is the interpretation 
of what we meant when we passed the former 
laws. This is no reproach on any of those who 
have miscalculated under the former laws. | do 
not undertake to decide that question. It requires 
more military experience and knowledge than | 
have to calculate what under the previous laws 
would have been the exact compensation to which 
General Scott was entitled. It is because of 
honest differences of opinion among high public 
officers upon that question that Congress has 
found it necessary to interfere by this declaratory 
resolution, saying how it shall be understood. !' 
is no impeachment of any man’s former judgment; 
but it is an act of legislation in the form of a de- 
claration how those laws shall be understood; 
that is, what shall be taken to have been theif 
meaning, whether it was so or not, what shail be 
understood to have been our intention. It makes 
no refl n on the accounting officers who have 


supposed according to their construction, no doubt 
an honest one, that General Scott was entitled © 
less than he supposed himself to be. It 1s 2° 
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impeachment upon the judgment of General Scott, 
who thought himself entitled, upon a safe con- 
siruction of the same laws, to more. Because of 
this difference Congress is called on to interfere 
and by its declaration declare how the laws shall 
be understood. It impeaches nothing done in the 
past, but only prescribes what shall be done in 
the future. x ; 

[| am sure there is no Senator here who thinks 
thiscompensation more than adequate to the great 
services rendered by this man. 
here to eulogize him. I speak of him asa part 
and parcel of the history of ourcountry. I speak 
of the great acts that have been done. under his 
command, adding to the reputation and honor of 
the country, Which are its strength. If that could 


be counted and coined into dollars, vastly would | 


it have increased the great sum now in the Sub- 


Treasury, with this exception: that the riches in | 
name and fame which he has acquired, cannot be | 
and are incapble of being locked up in a Sub- | 
hey are in the keeping of all intei- 


Treasury. 
ligent mankind. They are there a sacred depos- 
itory, and they will be preserved in the memory 
of his grateful country. 

| have said more than I intended. I pray the 
Senate to let us have action on this subject. Iam 
sure | may trust to the magnanimity of some of 


my friends on the other side of the house who | 
have manifested hostility to this bill, to believe | 


that they will feel that this bill is entitled at least 
tobeactedupon. It hasall the sanction of having 
passed another branch of the Legislature by alarge 
majority. Its delay here has been granted to all 
those who asked and wanted further information 
for the purpose of obtaining it. For the last two 
months these delays have been entirely the result 
of those calls for information, and there was no 
time at which we could callit up. I waited anx- 
jously myself for its passage; and with due cour- 
tesy to the gentlemen, with due courtesy to their 


requests for further information, | bowed in sub- | 


mission to the delays which resulted from the in- 


formation they sought from the Department; but | 


now when that information is before us, I say it 
contributes but little to the elucidation of the sub- 
ject. General Scott, even by the construction 
given by the Committee on Military Affairs of 
the Senate to the previous laws, would be entitled 
to $10,000 according to the amendment which 
they have proposed; and he will be entitled, if 
this bill passes, gentlemen say, to $14,000 a year. 
Gentlemen call this compensation, This com- 
ensation includes the fuel by which he is warmed, 
like every lieutena:.t or captain in the Army. The 
country gives fuel and quarters to those men, 
That is to keep them alive. They give rations. 
That is not only to sustain the officer himself, 
but to provide ina means for that hospitality 
which a warm-hearted soldier who expects.to 
succeed in battle must employ to conciliate his 
equals and his subordinates. He must have them 
with him. This amount can hardly be called his 
own, Butthis sum is all he gets. From his shoes 
uP to his hospitable dining-table, it includes all. 
What will it leave such a man ashe who com- 
mands the armies of the United States, who is ‘in 
the daily intercourse and in the exchange of hos- 
pitality with all his brother officers who visit him 
—what will that $10,000 leave him? What will 
be his clear profit at the end of the year? What 
will he have to lay up when old age and increas- 
ing infirmities shall perhaps increase his demands 
for the ease and enjoyments and comforts of life ? 
Will he be able to lay up anything? No, sir. 

I ask my friend from California, if Congress 
sat here all the year, what would it cost him for 
his attendance here? Would it not cost him 
$10,000? Yes, sir. When he settles up his ac- 
counts for this three months’ session, if it does 
hot take one third of that sum to square him off, 
his experience has been more fortunate than mine. 
It would cost him every dollar of it to stay here 
& year, He may have private means, but you 
have no right to infer that as toa soldier. He is 
destined to poverty; that is the ordinary lot of the 
brave and honest soldier. When he comes to die 
his greatest and only boast will be his poverty— 

rt hand is unstained with pelf.”’ 

I have been intimate with General Scott for 
years, and have known his condition in point of 
ene: General Scott, as a major general up 
to the time when he went to the war with Mex- 
460, and since that, has been left in debt from one 





I do not stand | 
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thousand to fifteen hundred dollars every year of 
his life time. That has been his condition; that 
is now his condition. I believe that if General 
Scott were to die this day, reserving that limited 
aoe which belongs to his wife and children, 





j 
| 
| 
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e would have the glory and the honor of having | 


ears, and then be buried at the public expense. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have but a very few words 


to say on this subject; for, after what has been | 
said by my honorable friend from Kentucky, cer- | 


tainly little is left to me. I originally called up 


this measure, and perhaps in some respects was | 


discourteous to my friend, the chairman of the 
committee, in doing so; but I asked him to call 
it up, and he said hé would do so. 


The circumstances by which we are surrounded, | 


the limited time of the session, prevent me from 
saying much on thissubject. Frankness requires 
me to say that I have no doubt personal partiality 
contracted for General Scott from some of the 
transactions which occurred in the Mexican war, 
may have influenced my judgment heretofore, 
and may influence it to some extent now. With 
that Doshavitien; however, I am willing to proceed. 
I shall vote against all amendments, and shall 
vote for the House bill. If the people’s Repre- 
sentatives, who have the power of raising taxa- 
tion, pass such a bill as this, I shall not dispute 
it, but regard it as merely a declaratory bill, 
giving General Scott what I presume the previous 
statutes to which this is referable entitle him. 

In justice to myself I will say, that when I 
voted for the brevet rank of lieutenant general, 
I thought it was a laurel. It is a singular fact 
that the bay, the laurel, the myrtle, and all those 
things which are the emblems of honor, bear no 
fruit; but if I have made him a grant of a tree 
which bears fruit, let him have it. I will rejoice 
all the more. 

I shall not undertake to make a calculation in 
reference to General Scott’s pay. I believe that 
the money you have given him he has earned— 
ay,even asa laborer. He came from the war of 
1812 a laureled hero, and he came from the war 
with Mexico a consummate general; and to m 
certain knowledge, and from information which 
I could produce here, that gentleman (for in all 
the relations of life he has exhibited all the attri- 
butes of a gentleman) I know has expended every 
dollar of his money to maintain the honor of his 
flag. In war, his marquee was the resort of hos- 
pitality. When the Englishman, or the French- 
man, or the Mexican general, had occasion to 
resort to it, he found a man who would maintain 
the honor not only of an individual gentleman, 
but the honor of the representative of the great 
Confederacy whose sword he bore. I know that 
fact. I know that he has not saved a dollar for 
himself; but how has he spent it all? You may. 
say it is one of the attributes of glory. I do 
not care whether it is or not... Every dollar that 
General Scott received has been made to contribute 
to the honor, to maintain the dignity and the flag 
of his country. 

It has been said that Republics are ungrateful. 
I do not think so in relation to this gentleman— 
I speak of himasa gentleman. It has been said, 
as an attempt to detract from his merits, that he 
is not entitled to this, or not entitled to that. 1 
shall not inquire into that. I think the Roman 
historian, who would have taken one leaf from 
the page which invested Scipio with his laurels 
and his honors, would have been almost commit- 
ting treason. 1 shall not take a single leaf from 
the laurel which has enshrined the brow of this 
hero. I will show what has been done .in for- 
eign countries in regard to this matter, and then 
you will see the contrast between what has been 
done by France, Russia, and England, in relation 
to their generals, and see what is now denied to 
ours. 

The recent war in the Crimea has caused the 
following rewards to be distributed: Marshal Ar- 
naud’s family received the round sum of 750,000 
francs—about $150,000. Pelissier, first in com- 
mand, Canrobert second, and Bosquetthird, have 
each been made a marshal, and received a large 
gratuity — Pelissier, 3,000,000 francs. Raglan 
was made a marshal and a peer, and the Govern- 
ment has given pensions for life to his widow,and 
son-—to the first $5,Q00, and to the second $10,000. 
Admiral Lyons was promoted one step in the 
navy, and made a peer, with about.double pay. 


| served his country as a major general for forty | 









NAL GLOBE. 






|The Russian Government has been equally lib- 
‘eral in giving rank and fortunes to its command- 


ers 

Mr. HUNTER. The hour of one o'clock has 
arrived; and I move to postpone the prior orders 
and take up the deficiency bill. - 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Let us have a vote on this 


joint resolution. 


Mr. CLAY and others. You cannot get a vote 
now. 

Mr. RUSK. I understand the effect of the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia will be to 
give precedence to this subject at our next meet- 
ing as the unfinished business. 


‘Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lam satisfied with that. 


| [Have not another word to say on the subject. 


! 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Mr. HUNTER. There are other gentlemen 
who wish to debate it. I move to postpone all 
prior orders, and take up the deficiency bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill (H. R. No. 635) to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending 30th of June, 1857. 


The first amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to strike out the clause: 


To make up the additional allowance for the Congres- 
sional Globe, and binding the same, for the first and second 
sessions of the Thirty- Fourth Congress, under the sixteenth 


| section of the act of 18th August, 1856, $3,286 62. 








| differed with him then. 


Mr. HUNTER. The object is merely to change 
the phraseology. As it stands, a separate head 
of appropriations must be opened in the Treas- 
ury books for this item. It is the pay we ordered 
to the Globe on the motion of the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] last year, giving so 
many cents for so many pages. Itis to carry out 
the law. 

Mr. ADAMS. I have no objection to the 
amendment; but it is to carry out, as I under- 


| stand, a law passed at the last vession to pay a 


articular individual. My friend from Virginia 
ast night, on the Post Office appropriation bill, 
upon a precisely similar proposition to carry out 
a previous law, was very decidedly of opinion 
that it was a private claim. I cannot see any 
difference between that and this amendment. I 
I think this amendment 
is right, but I cannot see any difference between 


| the cases. It was insisted last night, that the case 


to which I allude was a private claim. 

Mr. HUNTER. This appropriation is already 
in the bill sent from the House of Representatives. 
I move to change the phraseology. 

Mr. SEWARD. Is the amendment printed? 

Mr. HUNTER. No, sir. I was afraid if it 
got into the hands of the printer, the bill would 
not pass in time. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was, in lieu of the clause just stricken 


| out, to insert: 


For the compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, 
and others receiving an annual salary in the service of the 
Senate viz: 

For an additional messenger from the Ist of February to 
the 30th of June, 1857, at $1,200 per annum, £495 66, 

For increase of compensation of the superintendent in 
charge of the Senate furnaces from the I4th of August, 
1856, to the 30th of June, 1857, at §120 per annum, in addi- 
tion to his former salary, $104 78. 

For contingent expenses of the Senate, viz: 

For Congressional Globe, and binding the same, $3,286 62, 

For clerks to committees, pages, police, horses, and car- 
ry-ails, $14,701. 

For stationery, $4,000. . 

For reporting proceedings, $16,797 44. 

For miscellaneous items, $2,600. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will explain that amend- 
ment. One appropriation is for an additional 
watchman who was authorized by the presiding 
officers of the two Houses. The rest of the 
amendment is to carry out resolutions of the last 


session. They are the estimates of our Secre- 


“hi 
he amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was, to add to the appropriations for 
the Army: 

For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison equipage, 
$332,056 18. - 

‘ Mr. HUNTER. This amendment, and others, 
are for deficiencies in the quartermaster’s depart 
ment. IT will have, if it is desired, a communi- 
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eation from the Secretary of War and the Quar- | 


terrmaster General read. It was sent to the House 
of Representatives, but the House did not insert 
these items. I beheve they are necessary, and 
the committee ordered me to report the amend- 
ment, I ask that the communication be read. 

* The Secretary read as follows: 


War DerarTMent, 
Wasuinoron, January 24,1857. | 

Sin: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the con- 
sideration of the Committee of Ways and Means, a com 
munication from the Quartermaster General, bringing to 
notice the fact that the appropriations for his department 
for the current year are inadequate to the demands of the 
service upon it, and asking that the estimated amount of 
the deficiency, $1,282,056 18, may be appropriated. 

The explanations of the Quartermaster General as tothe | 
causes that have conspired to produce this condition of his 
departinent are clearly given, und leave me but to recom 
thend lus request to the favorable action of the committee | 
at as early a day as pracucable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFFON DAVIS, Secretary of War. 


Hon. L. D. Campnett, Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 


_ | 


‘QuarrermastTerR GENeERAL’s Orrice, | 


Wasuineron Crrr, January 2), 1857. 

Sin: It is ascertained that the demands upon the Quar- 
termaster’s department for the present fiscal year will 
greatly exceed the appropriations made by Congress, and 
that considerable amounts will be required on account of 
clothing and equipage, regular supplies, and transportation 
of the Army. 

The appropriation for clothing and equipage is entirely 
exhausted, and those for transportation and regular supplies 
s0 nearly so that | apprehend they will be entirely exhausted 
by the last of next month. 

“The estimates received from the several military depart- 
ments for the first six months of the present fiscal year, | 


most of them approved by the several department com- || 


minders, exceed the whole appropriations made by Con- 
gress for the entire year $279 160. I reduced those eésti- 

mates in making my requisitions on the War Department, | 
and eut them down §1,143,000, or I should not on the first 
day of the present month have had a single dollar in the | 
Treasury for any purpose whatsoever. In many cases I | 
have no doubt the reductions were proper; but from the | 
complaints which have been received, as you are aware, | 
from several of the military departments, in consequence | 
of the estimates not having been complied with, it is appre- | 
bended that in most cases the reductions made have rather | 
postponed necessary payments than saved money to the | 
Treasury. | 

By a report from the officer in charge of the clothing and | 
equipage branch of the department, dated the 13th instant, 
it appears there was due at that date, for materials for cloth- 
ing and eqnipage, the sum of $192,056 18. For that sum 
an appropriation is necessary ; and it will require $200,000 | 
to provide the materials and pay for the labor of making the | 
clothing and equipage necessary to be provided within the 
year, in order to make the next issue to the Army. 

Two hundred thousand dollars will be required for regu- 
lar supplies, and @700,000 for transportation. 

The Anny expenditures are now controiied in a great 
degree by the several department and other commanding 
officers, and those officers are controled by the circum- 
glances of the service as they arise, and which, in most causes, 
can neither be foreseen nor avoided. The officets of the 
quartermaster’s department cap be responsible no further 
than to apply faithtully to the public service, under the or- 
ders of their military superiors, the means placed at their 
disposal, and honestly to account to the Treasury for the 
money and property received, 

The extent of our country is so great, and the operations 
of the Army are constantly being carried on upon so large a 
theater, that the expenses necessarily incurred are those of 
au army upon a war, rather than a peace establishment; 
and as our posts shall be pushed further out, and the opera 
tions of the troops extended, the expenses through the 
quartermaster’s department, tn place of diminishing, must 
increase, unui! the supplies required by the troops be pro- 
duced in the vicinity of the posts, or better, cheaper, and 
more rapid means of communication be provided by the 
nation. 

The estimates here presented are for the smallest sums I 
ean ask consistently with my duty to the country. I would 
giadly reduce them, if L could with propriety do so ; but no 
reduction of the amounts asked is possible, if the troops be 
continued where they are, and employed as they have heen 
for the fast year. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, TAGs s. JESUP, 

er 


Hon. Jerr’n Davis, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


‘The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert: 


For the regular supplies of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, consisting of fuel, forage in kind for the horses, mules, 
and oxen of the quartermaster’s department at the several 
military posts and stations, and with the armies in the field; 
for the horses of the first and second regiments of dragoons, 
the companies of light artillery, the regiment of mounted 
riflemen,and such companies of infantry as may be mounted, 
and alee for the suthonzed number of officers’ horses when 
serving in the field and at the cutposts ; of straw for soldiers’ 
bedding ; and of stauonery, including company and other 
hiauk books for the Army, certificates for discharged 
blank forms for the pay and guarte negara 
and for the printing of divi and department ) 


a 


Army regulations, and reports; 
The amendment was agreed to. 


wi 


| Mr. SEWARD. 


|| if distributed, that they shall be 








The next amendment of the Committee on 
'| Finance was to insert: 

For transportation of the Army, including the baggage of 
the troops when moving, either by land or water ; of cloth- 
ing. camp and garrison equipage, and horse equipments, 
from the depot at Philadelphia to the several posts and army 
depots ; of subsistence from the place of purchase and from 
the places of delivery under contract, to such places as 
the circumstances of the service may require it to be sent ; 
of ordnance, ordvance stores, and small arins, from the 


founderies and armories to the arsenals, fortifications, fron- | 


tier posts, and Army depots; freights, wharfage, tolls, and 
ferriages; for the purchase and hire of horses, mules, and 
oxen, and the purchase and repair of wagons, carts, drays, 
ships and other sea-going vessels, and boats for the trans- 
portation of supplies, and for garrison purposes ; for dray- 
age and cartage at the several posts; hire of teamsters; 
transportation of funds for the pay and other disbursing de- 
partments; the expense of sailing public transports on the 
various rivers, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Auantic and Pa- 
cific ; and for procuring water at such posts as from their 


| situation require it to be brought from a distance, $700,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add at the end of the bill: 


For completing the repairs of the branch Mint at New 
Orleans, and rendering the same fireproof, $120,661. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
| The next amendment of the Committee on 


| Finance was to strike out the following clause: 
For books voted to the members of the House of Repre- 


| 
| sentatives by the resolution of said House of July 7, 1856, 
! 


| $182,765 85: Provided, That one copy only of Hickey’s 
| Constitution shall be purchased for and distributed to each 
| new member of the House. 


I desire to have some reason 


for this amendment. I should like to hear the 


|| chairman of the Committee on Finance explain 


it. 

Mr. HUNTER. The reason for it is, that this 
appropriation is contrary to the compensation act 
passed last year, which provides that no books 
shall be distributed to members of Congress, or 
aid for out of 
the compensation of members. It being contrary 
to law, and contrary, as we thought, to good 
| policy, we have moved tostrike it out. Congress 
| passed a law only at the last session, declaring 

that these books should not be received; and after 

passing the compensation act, now to reverse our 
| position, and agree to distribute books, it seems 
to me would place matters in a very bad way. 

Mr. SEWARD. Formerly, it was the habit 
of both Houses of Congress to vote large sums 
for the supply of books for the members of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate; and 
that practice continued until the Ist of July last 
year. In pursuance of that practice—that is 
/to say, according to the settled custom of both 
Houses, the House of Representatives passed a 
resolution directing books to be procured for the 
supply of members, and made that service a duty 
| of the Clerk. The Clerk proceeded to execute 
| the resolution by purchasing a supply of books— 
to what extent I do not know. After he had gone 

to some length, whatever it may have been, under 
| this resolution, Congress reconsidered the general 
policy of supplying members with books. Con- 
gress passed an act by which they increased the 
compensation of members, giving it the shape of 
a salary, and declared that thereafter there should 
| be no such purchases of books for the use of 
|members. In that policy I believe the country 
has concurred. But here was a previous resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives which was 
in part executed, ander which, as I understand, 
purchases had already been made by the Clerk 
for the use of the members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. ‘That House, to which this matter 
belongs, is embarrassed by the questioh, whether 
an appropriation shall be made for the full cost of 
all the books ordered by the resolution, or whether 
they shall indemnify the Clerk for the outlay 
he had already made in executing the resolution 
when it was virtually repealed. The House of 
Representatives, deciding that matter for itself, has 
chosen to sustain its resolution of July last, and 
to require its complete execution. It seems to be 
a matter belonging to that House, and not to this, 
It appears to me that it is unnecessary for us to 
go into conflict with the House of R 
on this subject, by denying to them the right of 
deciding the question for themselves, The appro- 
priation is not for the use of the Senate, but for 
thewee of the House of Re nitatives; and it 
wotlld seem to be discourtedns to that House, 
and unreasonable in itself, to’ Withhold our con- 
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ter purely concerning themselves, and yet form. 
wr" uiring our action. 
r. BAYARD. As the statement of the hon. 


| orable Senator from New York does not discloge 


the case fully, I shall have to recur to the facts 


| connected with this transaction, in order to pres 
| Sent it properly before the Senate. We all know 
that the system of furnishing books to members 
| of Congress had grown to a great abuse. 


4 nel meno In 1953, 
a law was passed, originating in the House of 


Representatives, prohibiting the future Purchase 
of books for distribution among members of Cop. 
gress. At the last session, the House of Repre. 
sentatives passed, in the first instance, a joint 
resolution, and sent it to the Senate, for the pur. 
pose of ae books for the new members 
such as had been distributed among the forme; 
members of Congress. That resolution was rp. 
ferred by the Senate to the Committee on the 
Library. That committee, on examination, ascop. 
tained that at least one half of those books, which 
in the aggregate amounted to $1,500 for each 
member, could not be procured, being out of 
print; and therefore the proposition was nomi. 
ally to furnish books, but really it was an ap. 
—. of one half the whole sum in money, 
ith a view to stop this abuse, that committee 
agreed to modify the resolution, and they reported 
it back to the Senate with an amendment allow. 
ing all books then in print to be furnished, which 
reduced the amount to about seven hundred and 
fifty dollars for each member. The amendment 
was adopted by the Senate. When that joint 
resolution, as amended by the Senate, went back 
to the House of Representatives, that House laid 
it on the table withaist consideration; and they 
immediately introduced and passed, by the author. 
ity of that single body, an order in direct viola. 
tion of an existing law—not the law of 1856, but 
an existing previous law—directing the Clerk to 
purchase $182,000 worth of books, and they sub- 
sequently sent to us an appropriation in an appro- 
priation bill of the same amount to pay for books 
thus ordered to be purchased in violation of law. 
The objection I made then, and stil! make, is, that 
if asingle branch of the legislative power can with 
impunity violate the law, with what face can you 
call upon the citizen to submit to the injunctions 
and mandates of the law? When the yeas and 
nays were called in the Senate on the question of 
striking out that appropriation fast year, I believe 
there were five votes in favor of retaining it. The 
Senate struck it oat; and after the Senate had 
struck it out, and it became a matter of disagree- 
ment between the two Houses, the compensation 
bill came up. The House of Representatives re- 
ceded from their proposition t6 pay for the books, 
and the compensation bill was passed, in which, 
against my judgment, they voted en increased 
compensation for past time as well as for future 
time. In that bill they recognized again the pro- 
priety of this principle, by prohibiting the allow- 
ance of any books other than those printed by the 
public printer during the Congress for which 
member serves, unless they be charged to the 
individual, and deducted from his salary. 

This resolution of the Hotise of Representa- 
tives was prohibited by an antecedent law; and 
the Senate, by an almost tinanimous vote at the 
last session, struck out the appropriation for this 
object; and the House of Representatives, when 
it came tobe a matter of disagreement between 
the two bodies, abandoned their position. After 
doing that they passed a compensation bill which 
was right enough in its general features, but they 
threw mto it an extra compensation for past time, 
to every meniber of each body, ‘and that passed 
both Huuses. : 

Under these circumstances, I think the case '$ 
worse now than it was then. If the Clerk or any 
other officer of the House of Representatives, 
under an order of that House, has incurred ex- 
penses, even though that order were not legal, | 
should not be indisposed to save him from loss if 
the case was brought erly before me, and it 
was shown that he had coritracted liabilities for 
which he was personally responsible. No such 
case is before us. ‘There was, as I saw by the 
papers, some debate in the other House on an 
ere of $50,060 to indemnify the Clerk, 
in lieu of the present proposition. ‘That, howeve’, 
did not satisfy'a majority of the House ; I believe 
there was"ohly three majority on the yeas * 


nays in favor of this clause inthe bill. They 
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determined that they would have the - money, || sanctioned by the Senate. AsI stated, they sentus 
though the books could not be had, notwithstand- || a joint resolution last year, impliedly for that par- 


ing the increased compensation awarded for past 
time in the compensation bill of the last session. I 
think thisis wrong. I would never interfere with 
the contingent expenses of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; but this is not a case of contingent ex- 
yenses. {tt isa case of an open and direct order, 
made in violation of an existing law. This body 


js required to act on its own judgment, as well as | 
the House of Representatives; and by no vote of 
mine, under any circumstances, shall such acourse | 


of action be sanctioned. If such a resolution had 
been offered in this body, I should have yoted 


acainst it unhesitatingly, as I vote against this | 


action of the House of Representatives. With 


their contingent expenses I 


with any orders they may make in that respect. 
This does not connect itself with that; but it re- 


quires & distinct appropriation, and here is an | 


order made in violation of existing law—a law 
springing from the House of Representatives 
itself at a previous session, sanctioned by the 
Senate, intended to prevent this abuse. 


The case is much stronger against the appro- | 


priation now than it was before. When it was 
passed, the pay of members of Congress was cer- 
tainly inadequate. It was under that notion of 
the inadequacy of the pay that this abuse had 


gone on from its first step of actually furnishing || 
books, until they came to pass orders for furnish- | 
ing books which they knew could not be fur- | 
nished; and it was nothing more than adding | 
$750 a year—the value of the books in print— | 
ocket of | 


instead of the books themselves, to the 
each member. We have now remedied the evil 
of inadequate pay by making ample compensa- 
tion; and in the compensation bill we have recog- 
nized the principle of the previous law, only 
enforcing it in a more rigid form, and requiring 
all books furnished to members to be charged to 
them individually. 


I see nothing in the argument of the honorable | 

New York which would justify the | 
Senate in sanctioning this appropriation. I can | 
see nothing that would indicate either a want of | 


Senator from 


courtesy to the House of Representatives, or a 
want of propriety in the rejection of this clause. 
We should ho]d ourselves, as well as the House 


of Representatives, as legislative bodies, as much | 


bound to obey the law as we should hold the 
President of the United States or the humblest 
citizen in the land. You can expect the sanction 
of your laws to have no influence among your 
people when they see your legislative and execu- 
tive bodies willfully putting them at defiance for 
purposes personal to themselves, and with a view 


to emoluments, which, placed in a direct form | 


before their constituents, they would shrink from 
sustaining. I hope the amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Finance striking out this provision will 
be adopted, 

Mr. NOURSE. I amas much opposed as any 
Senator to providing extra compensation for mem- 
bers by seamen means; andif I supposed that it 
was contemplated by this act to reinaugurate that 
system, I should certainly be opposed to itat all 
hazards; but I understand this to be the state of 
the case: The House of Representatives, in its 
accustomed way, passed a resolution that certain 
books should be furnished to members; and the 
Clerk of the. House, in obedience to that resolu- 
tion, and according to the ordinary course of 
business, ordered those books to be printed for 
the purpose of complying with their resolution. 
A debt has thereby been incurred, and it has to 
be paid by somebody and in some way. It is 
only because that debt has been so incurred that 
it 18 now proposed to make this distribution. 
Evidently, that must be paid in some way; and 
the nmap question is, shall it be paid in this or 
Some other way? I have no preference for this 
mode; but, inasmuch as I well know that Con- 
gress will pay it some time or other, and in some 
way or other, I would prefer that it should be 
disposed of now. 

Mr. BAYARD. The honorable Senator from 

ine is entirely mistaken in his facts, and, there- 
fore, his argument cannot go for much. It was 
not the accustomed way, because it had been ex- 
preasly foreclosed by a previous law, passed in 
cousequence of this ab law passed by the 
House of Representatives in the first instance and 


ave nothing to do; I | 
should not seek to rnquire into them, or interfere | 


| 


| 
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ticular occasion, repealing the law. That joint | 
resolution came tous. I[t provided for furnishing | 
books; and we modified it, cutting itdown one half. || 
Thinking the abuse might be gradually stopped 
in that way, we limited the joint resolution to | 
those books which could be had. If this had not 

been done, the costof the books which could not | 
be obtained would be paid in money, $750 to 

each new member. The Senate Committee on | 
the Library recommended that modification, and 

the Senate agreed to itas an amendment to the | 
House joint resolution. It went back to the 

House, and they laid it on the table without any | 
consideration; and they then passed a separate | 


| resolution of the Tlouse of Representatives, di- | 


rectly in the face of the existing law, authorizing || 
the Clerk of the House to purchase books to the || 
amount of $182,000, and to distribute them among || 
the members. I do not think that is an accus- | 
tomed way in the Congress of the United States. 

It had been the custom, antecedent to the law of | 
1853, to furnish certain books and documents to 
members; but the abuses under that custom were 
so great, the fact that many of the books were out 
of print, and it had become notorious that the | 
members took the money and not the books, | 


made it necessary to break up that system; hence || 


the law of 1853. 

Gentlemen urge that the Clerk of the House 
has incurred debts. To that the answer is plain: 
we have no evidence of it. On the contrary, look 
at the debate in the Hlouse of Representatives, 
and you will find the extent of the allegation, 
without any items being given, or any evidence 
presented, that the sum of $50,000 was necessary 
to indemnify the Clerk for the purchases made 
under the Flouse resolution. As I said before, if | 
you will bring the case before me, and show that | 
that officer is responsible, under contracts he has | 
made, that there is a debt incurred which will fall 
on him individually if we do not pay it, I am 
willing to pay it, though it is an abuse; but this 
appropriation goes far beyond that, and is in- 
tended not merely to pay the liabilities, if any, 
that the Clerk has incurred, but it is intended 
now to pay to each new member of the House of 
Representatives nearly $1,500 in addition to the | 
increased salary he receives during the present | 
session by a retrospective law. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Maine | 
seemed to suppose that the whole $182,000 had 
been expended by the Clerk. I believe there is 
ho pretense that more than between $40,000 and 





Mr. NOURSE. 
was about $50,000. 


understood that the amount 


$50,000 ever was hee by him. | 


ware has placed this question before the Senate 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Dela- } 


occurred on the appropriation now before it. In 
1853, by the act of 3a of March, we passed this 
law: 

‘‘ Hereafter no books shall be distributed to members of 
Congress, ats such as are ordered to be printed as doc- 
uments by the Congtess of which they are members.” 








There is an exception which has no reference 
to the case before us. Here, then, was a positive 
prohibition upon each branch of Congress against 
the distribution of books as the practice had there- | 
tofore existed. The House of Representatives, 
knowing that to be the fact, sent to this body a | 


| 
| 





joint resolution, by which alone could the act of 
1853 be repealed, each House being deprived by 
that act of the power of making the distribution. 
It sent to us, therefore, a joint resolution. I have 
in my hands the second part of the Congressional 
Globe for the first session of the Thirty-Fourth 
Congress; and on the 19th of June last [ find that 
the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce,] the 
chairman of the Committee on the Library, re- 
ported back to this body the joint resolution sent 
to us by the House, with a report declaring sub- 
stantially what my friend from Delaware has 
stated—that the books which it was proposed to 
be distributed could not be bought; that the Com- 
ittee on the Library had inquired into the state 
of the facts, and had so modified the joint reso- 
lution as to restrict the distribution of books to 
such as could be bought; and ih that amended 
shape the joint résolution passed this botty. 
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_ We heard nothing more of it until the legislx- 
tive appropriation bill was brought in, and then 
we were informed by the action of the House of 
Representatives that they had openly violated the 
law. They had laid the joint resolution upon the 


| table, and had assumed) in direct violation of a 


positive statute, by a separate resolution of that 
body, to make a distribution of books amongst 
its membérs—not amongst the new members of 
both bodies, but amongst the members of the 
House of Representatives alone, to be paid for 
out of its contingent fund; and they sent us a bill 
here containing an appropriation for $182,000 for 
their contingent fund, in order to enable them to 
carry out this distribution which they were at- 


| tempting to make in direct violation of law. What 


occurred then? The bill came before the Senate 
the 1Ith of August, and the Senator from Dela- 
ware made the motion to strike out ofthe bill the 
words: 

*¢ For books voted to the members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, &c., $182,000.” 

On this motion the vote was, yeas 32, nays 2; 
and among the yeas, among the gentlemen who 
voted for striking out, was the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Sewarp,} who now asks for inform- 
ation. We sent the bill back to the House of 
Representatives with this appropriation stricken 
out. They insisted upon keeping itin. A com- 
mittee of conference was appointed, and upon the 


| report of that committee of conference, the quea- 


tion was, whether the Senate would insist on 
their amendment to strike out the appropriation 
for books voted to members of the House of 
Representatives. On motion of the Senator from 


| Missouri, [Mr. Geyer,} this amendment was in- 


| sisted on, and the yeas and nays being called, the 


yeas were 40, and the nays 3. Among the yeas, 
to insist on this amendment, was the honorable 
Senator from New York, who now asks for in- 
formation upon the subject. 

Here, then, by three votes of the Senate, first 
the joint resolution was amended, and the Senate 
refused to order the distribution of any other 
books than those comprehended in its joint reso- 


| lution; then the Senate, by two votes, which may 
| practically be considered unanimous, refused to 


make this appropriation for a distribution at- 
tempted by the House of Representatives, in direct 
violation of a law which itself had proposed; and 
to crown the whole, the House of Representa- 
tives, unable to procure this distribution of books, 
when we sent to it a law providing for the \s- 
crease of the compensation of members of Con. 
gress, amended that law so as to make the increase 
of compensation date back to the commencement 
of their own term. That law passed the Senate, 
and took away the last pretext for a demand that 
their compensation should be increased indirectly, 


wal th as had always formerly been the case by the vote 
in its true light; but in these matters it is always || 


best to be exactly accurate; and I wish’to call the || 
attention of the Senate to what has heretofore |! 


of these books. That law, again, hc eae the 
allowance of any books for distribution among 
members of Congress. That law, then, did no 


| more than repeat the act of 1853; so that before 


| upon the public. 


this resolution, and after this resolntion, both 
Houses have, by positive statate, prohibited this 
distribution. 

Now, sir, we are asked to stultify ourselves, 
to go back upon all our votes, and to countenance 
what [ cannot but consider a stupendous fraud 
It isa fraud upon the law; it is 
a fraud upon Congress that this sum of money 


| should be paid out for the purposes required by 





| proposed to be stricken out. 1 


this appropriation. It was prohibited at the time 
it was proposed. It was done knowingly in 
violation of law; and as the Senator from Dela- 


|| ware has well observed, if we sanction this, if the 


different branches of Congress shall themselves 
undertake direetly to violate their own laws, we 


| can have very litile hope that any appeal of ours 
| to the country to respect the mandates of the law- 
| giver will meet a response from them. 
| matter is wrong—wrong from the foundation, and 
| should be frowned down by 


The 


the Senate. 
I wish to say, in justice to 


Mr. NOURSE. 


| myself, that I did not understand, when I ad- 


dressed the Chair vefore, that the resolution of 
the House of Representatives by which this 


_expenditare had been incurred, was in violanon 
| of the joint vote of the two Houses. That being 


the fact, I have not a word to say in its favor. 
Mr, COLLAMER. I do not wish to.go over 
the grounds of objection to the Ppptaneiarion now 
hink them insur- 
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mountable; but after all, there is a demand for 
something to be done. It is said that the Clerk 


of the House of Representatives has, under the | 


resolution of that House for furnishing its own 


members with books, there being no provision || 


for furnishing them to wonannrs, sceselly pens out 
money and distributed some books. hen the 


compensation act was passed, which forbade their | 
taking books, he stopped doing so. The Clerk || 
is in this condition, with money out of pocket. |! 
When this clause shall be stricken out, I propose |, 
to offer an amendment, which I will read now, as | 


it may affect the action of some gentlemen in 


voting on the motion to strike out. My propo- | 


sition is, in lieu of the provision of the House bill, 
to provide: 

To indemnify the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
for what may have been paid out by him in the purchase 
of books under the resolution of the House of July 7, 1856, 
80,000: Pravided, That the account of the Clerk shall be 
subin tted to the accounting officers of the Treasury, and 
he shall be allowed for the sum or sums which shall be 
legally proven to have been actually and unconditionally 


heretofore expended by him in the purchase of any books | 


ander the resolution aforesaid. And all the books on band, 
or which may not have been distributed, shall be by him 
deposited in the Library of Congress for the United States: 
“ind provided further, That any member or members who 
may have received such books, or any part thereof, shall 
account for the same at the cost prices paid by the Clerk, 
and the same shall be deducted from the pay or compensa- 
tion of such member or members, unless he or they shall 
return said books to the Clerk, to be deposited as aforesaid. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) Itis in order now to propose that 
amendment to the clause which the Committee 
on Finance move to strike out. That will be 
considered the proposition before the Senate, to 
strike out the Runs of the bill which has been 


read, aud insert in lieu thereof the proposition of | 


the Senator from Vermont. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add at the end of the bill: 


For detraying expenses of the defense of suits against the 
United States tor lands occupied by marine hospitals, light- 
houses, and fortifications, at the haibor of San Francisco, 
Caliornia, 330,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add: 

To defray expenses incurred in preparing plans and esti- 
mates of the costof a new jail for the District of Columbia, 


and of a building for the proper accommodation of the De- 
partment of the Interior, $500, 


Mr. ADAMS. I inquire whether that is a 
deficiency or not? 

Mr. HUNTER. The work was done in pur- 
suance of an order made at the last session of 
Congress, during the present fiscal year, and it 
ought to be paid for in this year. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add, as a new section: 

lad be it further envcted, That the extra compensation 
given by each of the two Houses of Congress, in the year 
1855, to its officers and employés, shall be paid by its dis- 
bursing officer out of the contingent fund, and his accounts 
therefor shall be allowed by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury Department; but nothing herein contained shall 
be se construed as to repeal the joint resolution of the 20th 
of July, 184, ** to fix the compensation of the emplovés in 
the legislative department of the Government, and to pro- 
bibut the allowance of (he usual extra compensation to such 
as receive the benefits hereof;’? which said resolution is 


hereby declared to be in full force and effect, except so far 
as herein provided for. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


‘The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add, as a new section: 


~ind he it further enacted, That the provision of the thir- 
teenth section of the act “ making ap iations for certain 
civil expenses of the Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1857,’ approved August 18, 1856, allowing to 
the several disbursing agents for the late California land 
commission the same compensation for the receipt and 
disbursement of moneys as are allowed to other disbursing 
officers of the Government in California, was intended to 
apply, and is hereby declared to apply and give said com- 
pensation as well when the disbursing agent was a member 
of said commission, as in other cases. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WADE. lam directed by the Committee 
on Claims to offer the following amendment: 

To pay arrears of ious under the second section of 


the act of February 3, 1853, from the 4th of March, 1848, 
to the 3d of February, 1853, in accordance with the decis- 
ion of the Court of Claims in the case of Jane Smith, the 
sum of $1,150,000, ‘ 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope that will be explained. 
T do not understand it, 
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| Mr. WADE. I am aware that this proposi- 

‘| tion involves a large sum, and I suppose it will 
challenge the investigation of members of the 
Senate. It is an important amendment; and if it 


| 
is adjudged to be right, it should be attached to | 
it 


annuin that their husbands would have been entitle 
living, under existing pension laws; to commence 
4th day of March, 1848, and to be paid in the same 
| Ut other pensions are paid to widows.”’ 


This language was broad enough to embrace ql 
widows who had married revolutionary soldiers 


d toi 
On the 
Manhuer 


this appropriation bill. I do not understand that 
it proposes to give anything new to this class of 
revolutionary widows. It does not propose to 
give anything out of the Treasury. Itis merely | ntitled 
giving effect to the construction of a law that has |, and no widow, married after the Ist day of January, 1804 
been deliberately construed by the Court of Claims shall be entitled to receive a pension under this act.» 


, at any time; but then comes a clause by way of 
proviso: 


| 
| 
| . a . 

* But no widow now receiving 4 pension shall bee 
to receive a further pension under the provisions of th 
| 


in a decision which is beforeus. Quite a number 
|| of cases have been brought before that court, and 
they continue to be brought there, involving the 
question now before the Senate as to the con- 
struction of the law of 1853. If the Senate shall 
adopt the construction which the Court of Claims 
have, after most thorough and deliberate consid- 
eration, given to that act, it follows that the rights | 
of this class of widows have already attached to 
the money which this amendment proposes to 
| givethem. It proposes, as I said before, to make 


All the widows of revolutionary officers ang 
soldiers would have been entitled to the benefits 
of the act of 1848, at the time of its passage, }y, 
for tft clause, by way of roviso, excepting those 
who were married after January 1, 1800. If tha, 

roviso has been repealed in terms or impliedly 
y subsequent enactments entirely re pugnant to 
and inconsistent with it, of course all widows of 
revolutionary soldiers, no matter at what time 
they were married, are entitled to the benefits of 
the act. It will be admitted by every lawyer, 
that when a former enactment by way of proviso 
is inconsistent with subsequent legislation so that 
they cannot be reconciled, the proviso is repealed, 
ow, sir, what said the law of 1853 on this 
subject? 1 will remark, in passing, that there is 
no pension law that refers to this particular period 
of Se as : limitation, exons the law of 
, 1848. e two other acts upon the same subject 
| Fait em) ee it reported from the || refer to anata anos altogether. Non¢ of 
B ia ely them prescribe this limitation. e year 180) 
|. Mr. WADE. Yes, sir, and it is, therefore, Seenuiie a period of limitation, for the first time, 
legitimately before the Senate. I have taken no || jn the law of 1848. In 1853, Congress took up 


interest in this matter, except that being a mem- || the same subject and passed another law. The 
ber of that committee, to whom all decisions of || second section of that law reads in this way: 


the Court of Claims come, my attention has been “That the widows of all officers, non-comm issioned 
called tothem. They have made several decisions officers, musicians, and privates of the revolutionary army 
| on this law, and undoubtedly there will be still || who were married subsequent to January, anno Doiiai 
| more; for the Department estimates that there will be as Se eee wae 
| be something more than a million of dollars ne- || “°*¢ W2° Were marned before that date. 


|| no new appropriation in their favor. If I am 
right, if the Court of Claims aré right, if the com- 
mittees of both branches of Congress are right 
in the construction they put on the existing law 
of 1853, this is only an appropriation to carry 
into effect an existing law, mat suppose, there- 
fore, it is in order, right, proper, and just, that it 
should be placed here. 





cessary to meet these demands under the law of They are entitled to pensions ‘‘in the same 
1853. , manner’’—those are the words to which construc: 
The construction of the laws of 1848 and 1853 || tion is to be given. All revolutionary widows 
_ would lead to a discussion that lawyers might || would have been pensioned by the law of 1548; 
indulge in at considerable length; but I shall not || but the proviso excluded those who were married 
| in the first instance go into an examination of that || subsequent to that time. 
course of reasoning which has brought the Court || Now comes the law of 1853, saying that all 
| of Claims to the conclusion to which they have || widows married after that time shall be pensioned 
| come, because I think, at all events, if the Court || in the same manner as those under the act of 1848. 
of Claims are to stand as a court, we ought to || What pension shall they receive? When shall 
pay some respect to the decisions they make. If || it commence, what shall be its amount, and when 
there is any subject that can come before that || shall it cease? The law of 1853 is entirely silent, 
learned and able court, which is legitimate and || and does not respond to one of these questions; 
proper for them to act upon, it is the construction || so that it might well be said the law would be 
of the laws of Congress, and such claims as call || void for uncertainty, unless it referred to some 
directly for the deliberate construction of those || antecedent legislation on the same subject. It 
laws bya court of justice. There never was and || did most manifestly refer to legislation antecedent 
there never can be a case submitted to that court, || to that date. To what law did it refer? The prior 
where it is more legitimate and proper that their || law of 1848 refers to the year 1800 as a date to 
decision should bind the rights of the Govern- || which pensions were limited, and it is the only 
ment, and of the parties litigant, than here. There || law which does so. The act of 1853 provides that 
_is no latitude of construction, there are no equi- || widows married after January, 1800, shall in like 
| table considerations in the case; but it is a dry || manner be pensioned. Now you have to refer to 
uestion as to the construction of the laws that || some prior Jaw, if you do not say this act is void 
| ongress has deliberately passed. for uncertainty, and the Departments do not say 
| I remember very well (for | was here when the || that. They go back to the law of 1848 for the 
law of 1853 was passed, and I[ believe many Sen- || purpose of ascertaining the precise amount of 


| ators will remember something of the history of || pension. They are compelled to go there for that 

that law) that the Senator from Maine [Mr. od purpose; they are willing to go there for that pur- 
LIN] offered the amendment which was incorpo- || pose, because it is most manifest that those who 
rated into it, and has given rise to this question. || passed this law of 1853, as to the améunt, com- 
I knew well what his opinion was as to the true |; mencement, and determination of the pensions 
construction of the law. He argued that it was || they were granting, referred to this prior law ant 





See 


to extend back, giving retrospective operation to || nothing else. They referred to it td ascertain the 
the law of 1848; and for the best of all reasons. 
If I were disposed to go into that subject now I 
think I should be able to show that there could 
not be a question as to the propriety of the con- 
struction of the court. There have been three 
different laws giving rights to the widows of rev- 
olutionary soldiers. They are all of them differ- 
,ent, and no one of them has made the pension 
| commence immediately after the enactment of the 
| law; but in every instance it has had a retrospect- 
| 


amount and the duration of the pension. Why 
as to its eer hat reason can 
be given, especially as this legislation is repugnant 
to the law 'thut preceded ick” uF 

I am not going into an elaborate argument 00 
this subject, because the Court of Claims, com- 
posed, I suppose and believe from their reputa- 
tion, of some of the best lawyers in this country, 
of great experience both at the bar and on the 
bench, sitting judicially to determine this ques 
tion, on full argument, have come toa conclusion 
more satisfactory than any argument of mune 
could be. The case is summed up by the court 
‘in a very brief space, and any Senator, by jook- 
ing over the reasons for’the construction of the 
© 


ive operation, commencing at some time antece- 

dent to the passage of the law. The amount and 

value of the pensions were differentalso. In 1 

we passed a law which enacted: 
“That the widows of all officers, non-comm 





officers, musicians, soldiers, mariners, or marines, and In- rt, will be in fall possession ofall the argument 
dian spies, ee nae ria ery the cena une, || that need be made to show that they are right. 
the revolusionary wae with Great Britain, shall he entitied ||; Bat, Mr. President, I wish. that'some conclo- 
’ , ; : ie ti af : t 
to a pension such widowhood , of equal amount per |! Sion shall be very soon arrived ‘at as to whe' 
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